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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 

Board of County Commissioners 
Marion County, Florida 
Ocala, Florida 

Report on the Financial Statements 
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type 
activities, the discretely presented component units, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund 
information of Marion County, Florida (Marion County) as of and for the year ended September 30, 2020, 
and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise Marion County’s basic 
financial statements as listed in the table of contents. 

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes 
the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair 
presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or 
error. 

Auditor’s Responsibility 
Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit.  We conducted 
our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and 
the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States.  Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from material 
misstatement. 

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in 
the financial statements.  The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgment, including the 
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or 
error.  In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity’s 
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness 
of the entity’s internal control.  Accordingly, we express no such opinion.  An audit also includes evaluating 
the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting 
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial 
statements. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 
our audit opinions.  
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Board of County Commissioners 
Marion County, Florida 
Ocala, Florida 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 

Opinions 
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 
respective financial position of the governmental activities, the business-type activities, the aggregate 
discretely presented component units, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information 
of Marion County as of September 30, 2020, and the respective changes in financial position and, where 
applicable, cash flows thereof and the respective budgetary comparison for the general fund and major 
special revenue funds for the year then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted 
in the United States of America. 

Other Matters 

Required Supplementary Information 
Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that management’s 
discussion and analysis, schedule of changes in total other postemployment benefits liability and related 
ratios, schedule of proportionate share of net pension liability, and schedule of contributions, as listed in 
the table of contents, be presented to supplement the basic financial statements.  Such information, 
although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board, who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic 
financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context.  We have applied 
certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information in accordance with auditing 
standards generally accepted in the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of management 
about the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for consistency with 
management’s responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other knowledge we 
obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements.  We do not express an opinion or provide any 
assurance on the information because the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence 
to express an opinion or provide any assurance. 

Other Information 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively 
comprise Marion County’s financial statements as a whole.  The introductory section, combining and 
individual non-major fund statements and schedules, and statistical section listed in the table of contents 
are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the financial statements. 

The combining and individual non-major fund financial statements and schedules are the responsibility of 
management and were derived from, and relate directly to, the underlying accounting and other records 
used to prepare the financial statements.  Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures 
applied in the audit of the financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing 
and reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare 
the financial statements or to the financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in 
accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America.  In our opinion, 
the information is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the financial statements as a whole.   
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Board of County Commissioners 
Marion County, Florida 
Ocala, Florida 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 

The introductory section and statistical section have not been subjected to the auditing procedures 
applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and, accordingly, we do not express an opinion or 
provide any assurance on them. 

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated March 10, 2021, 
on our consideration of Marion County’s internal control over financial reporting and on our tests of its 
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant agreements, and other 
matters.  The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial 
reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on internal control 
over financial reporting or on compliance.  That report is an integral part of an audit performed in 
accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering Marion County’s internal control over 
financial reporting and compliance.   

March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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ADDITIONAL ELEMENTS OF REPORT PREPARED IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS, 

ISSUED BY THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES; 
THE PROVISIONS OF THE UNIFORM GUIDANCE; AND THE RULES 

OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL 
REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS BASED ON AN 

AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

The Honorable Board of the County Commissioners 
Marion County, Florida 
Ocala, Florida 

We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued 
by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of the governmental activities, 
the business-type activities, the aggregate discretely presented component units, each major fund and 
the aggregate remaining fund information of Marion County, Florida (the County) as of and for the year 
ended September 30, 2020, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise 
the County’s basic financial statements, and have issued our report thereon dated March 10, 2021. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the County’s internal 
control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for designing audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the financial statements, 
but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the County’s internal control.  
Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the County’s internal control.  

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or 
detect and correct misstatements on a timely basis.  A material weakness is a deficiency, or combination 
of deficiencies, in internal control such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement 
of the entity’s financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis.  A 
significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies in internal control, that is less severe 
than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance. 

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this 
section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material 
weaknesses or significant deficiencies.  Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any 
deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses.  However, material 
weaknesses may exist that have not been identified.  
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The Honorable Board of the County Commissioners 
Marion County, Florida 
Ocala, Florida 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL 
REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS BASED ON AN 

AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

Compliance and Other Matters 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the County’s financial statements are free of 
material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts and grant agreements, non-compliance with which could have a direct and material effect on 
the financial statements.  However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an 
objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion.  The results of our test disclosed 
no instances of non-compliance or other matters that are required to be reported under Government 
Auditing Standards. 

Purpose of this Report 
The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and compliance 
and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the County’s internal 
control or on compliance.  This report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards in considering the County’s internal control and compliance.  Accordingly, 
this communication is not suitable for any other purpose. 

March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE FOR EACH MAJOR 
FEDERAL PROGRAM AND STATE PROJECT AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL 

OVER COMPLIANCE REQUIRED BY THE UNIFORM GUIDANCE; AND 
CHAPTER 10.550, RULES OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL 

The Honorable Board of the County Commissioners 
Marion County, Florida 
Ocala, Florida 

Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal Program and State Project 
We have audited Marion County, Florida’s (the County) compliance with types of compliance requirements 
described in the OMB Compliance Supplement, and the requirements described in the Department of 
Financial Services’ State Projects Compliance Supplement, that could have a direct and material effect on 
each of the County’s major federal programs and state projects for the year ended September 30, 2020.  
The County’s major federal programs and state projects are identified in the summary of auditor’s results 
section of the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs. 

Management’s Responsibility  
Management is responsible for compliance with the requirements of laws, regulations, contracts, and 
grants applicable to its federal programs and state projects. 

Auditor’s Responsibility 
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on compliance for each of the County’s major federal programs 
and state projects based on our audit of the types of compliance requirements referred to above.  We 
conducted our audit of compliance in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations 
Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal 
Awards (Uniform Guidance); and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General.  Those standards, the 
Uniform Guidance, and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General, require that we plan and perform 
the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether non-compliance with the types of compliance 
requirements referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on major federal programs 
and state projects occurred.  An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence about the County’s 
compliance with those requirements and performing such other procedures, as we considered necessary 
in the circumstances. 

We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion on compliance for each major federal 
program and state project.  However, our audit does not provide a legal determination of the County’s 
compliance. 
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The Honorable Board of the County Commissioners 
Marion County, Florida 
Ocala, Florida 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE FOR EACH MAJOR 
FEDERAL PROGRAM AND STATE PROJECT AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL 

OVER COMPLIANCE REQUIRED BY THE UNIFORM GUIDANCE; AND 
CHAPTER 10.550, RULES OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL 

Opinion on Each Major Federal Program 
In our opinion, the County complied, in all material respects, with the types of compliance requirements 
referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on each of its major federal programs and 
state projects of the year ended September 30, 2020. 

Report on Internal Control Over Compliance 
Management of the County is responsible for establishing and maintaining effective internal control over 
compliance with the types of compliance referred to above.  In planning and performing our audit of 
compliance, we considered the County’s internal control over compliance with the types of requirements that 
could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program or state project to determine the auditing 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing an opinion on compliance 
for each major federal program and state project, and to test and report on internal control over compliance 
in accordance with the Uniform Guidance and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General, but not for the 
purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of internal control over compliance.  Accordingly, we 
do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the County’s internal control over compliance. 

A deficiency in internal control over compliance exists when the design or operation of a control over 
compliance does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned 
functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, non-compliance with a type of compliance requirement of a 
federal or state project on a timely basis.  A material weakness in internal control over compliance is a 
deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in internal control over compliance, such that there is a 
reasonable possibility that material non-compliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal 
program or state project will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on a timely basis.  A significant 
deficiency in internal control over compliance is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal 
control over compliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal program or state project that 
is less severe than a material weakness in internal control over compliance, yet important enough to merit 
attention by those charged with governance.  

Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in the first 
paragraph of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control over 
compliance that might be material weaknesses or significant deficiencies.  We did not identify any 
deficiencies in internal control over compliance that we consider to be material weaknesses.  However, 
material weaknesses may exist that have not been identified. 

Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards and State Financial Assistance 
We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type activities, the 
aggregate discretely presented component units, each major fund and the aggregate remaining fund 
information of the County as of and for the year ended September 30, 2020, which collectively comprise 
the County’s basic financial statements.  We issued our report thereon dated March 10, 2021, which 
contained unmodified opinions on those financial statements.  Our audit was conducted for the purpose 
of forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively comprise the basic financial statements.  
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The Honorable Board of the County Commissioners 
Marion County, Florida 
Ocala, Florida 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE FOR EACH MAJOR 
FEDERAL PROGRAM AND STATE PROJECT AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL 

OVER COMPLIANCE REQUIRED BY THE UNIFORM GUIDANCE; AND 
CHAPTER 10.550, RULES OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL 

The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards and state financial assistance is presented 
for the purposes of additional analysis as required by the Uniform Guidance and Chapter 10.550, Rules of 
the Auditor General, and is not a required part of the financial statements.  Such information is the 
responsibility of management and was derived from, and relates directly to, the underlying accounting 
and other records used to prepare the basic financial statements.  The information has been subjected to 
the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the financial statements and certain additional procedures, 
including comparing and reconciling such information directly to underlying accounting and other records 
used to prepare the financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with 
auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America.  In our opinion, the schedule of 
expenditures of federal awards and state financial assistance is fairly stated, in all material respects, in 
relation to the basic financial statements as a whole. 

The purpose of this report on internal control over compliance is solely to describe the scope of our testing 
of internal control over compliance and the results of that testing based on the requirements of the 
Uniform Guidance and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General.  Accordingly, this report is not 
suitable for any other purpose. 

April 6, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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Passed through Florida Department of Financial Services:

Passed through Marion County School Board:

Passed through Florida Department of Law Enforcement:

Passed through Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence:

Passed through Florida Office of Attorney General:
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Passed through Florida Department of Transportation:

Passed through Florida Department of Emergency Management:

Passed through Florida Housing Finance Corporation

Passed through Florida Department of Revenue:

Passed through Florida Department of Emergency Management:

Passed through Florida Department of Emergency Management:

(Continued)
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Passed through St. Johns River Water Management District:

(Continued)
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(Continued)

Passed through Federal Aviation Administration:

Rules of the Auditor General
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SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
FEDERAL AWARD PROGRAMS AND STATE PROJECTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020 
MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
 

SUMMARY OF AUDITOR’S RESULTS 
 
Financial Statements  
 
Type of Auditor’s Report Issued Unmodified 
 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting:  
 Material weakness(es) identified? No 
 Significant deficiency(ies) identified? None Reported 
 
Non-compliance material to financial statements noted? No 
 
Federal Awards and State Projects 
 
Internal Control Over Major Programs: 
 Material weakness(es) identified? No 
 Significant deficiency(ies) identified? None Reported 
 
Type of Auditor’s Report Issued on Compliance for Major Programs Unmodified 
 
Any audit findings disclosed that are required to be reported in 
 accordance with CFR 200.516(a), or Chapter 10.557 for local 
 government entities? No 
 
Identification of Major Programs: 
 
 Federal Programs  
 U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development: 
  Community Development Block Grants/Entitlement Grants   CFDA No. 14.218 
  Home Investment Partnerships Program  CFDA No. 14.239 
  U.S. Department of the Treasury: 
  COVID-19-Coronavirus Relief Fund  CFDA No. 21.019 
 
 State Projects 
 Florida Department of Environmental Protection: 
 Statewide Surface Water Restoration and Wastewater Projects  CSFA No. 37.039 
 Florida Department of Economic Opportunity: 
 Economic Development Tax Refund, Tax Credit and Grant Program CSFA No. 40.043 
 Florida Department of Transportation: 
  County Incentive Grant Program (CIGP) CSFA No. 55.008 
 
Dollar Threshold Used to Distinguish Between Type A and 
 Type B Programs – Federal Programs $1,128,701 

 
Dollar Threshold Used to Distinguish Between Type A and 
 Type B Programs – State Projects $750,000 

 
Auditee qualified as low-risk auditee pursuant to the Uniform Guidance? Yes 
 
Other Issues 
 
■ No summary schedule of prior audit findings is required because there were no prior audit findings 

related to federal programs or state projects. 
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INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE 
WITH SECTION 218.415, FLORIDA STATUTES  

The Honorable Board of the County Commissioners 
Marion County, Florida 
Ocala, Florida 

We have examined Marion County, Florida’s (the County) compliance with the requirements of 
Section 218.415, Florida Statutes, as of and for the year ended September 30, 2020, as required by 
Section 10.556(10)(a), Rules of the Auditor General.  Management is responsible for the County’s 
compliance with those requirements.  Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the County’s 
compliance based on our examination. 

Our examination was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the American 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  Those standards require that we plan and perform the 
examination to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the County complied, in all material 
respects, with the requirements referenced above.  An examination involves performing procedures to 
obtain evidence about whether the County complied with the specified requirements.  The nature, 
timing, and extent of procedures selected depend on our judgement, including an assessment of the risk 
of material non-compliance, whether due to fraud or error.  We believe that the evidence we obtained 
is sufficient and appropriate to provide a reasonable basis for our opinion.  

Our examination does not provide a legal determination on the County’s compliance with specified 
requirements. 

In our opinion, the County complied, in all material respects, with the aforementioned requirements for 
the year ended September 30, 2020. 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing Committee, members 
of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor General, Federal and 
other granting agencies, the Board of County Commissioners, and applicable management, and is not 
intended to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than those specified parties.  

March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida  
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INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE 
WITH SECTIONS 365.172(10) AND 365.173(2)(d), FLORIDA STATUTES 

 
The Honorable Board of the County Commissioners 
Marion County, Florida 
Ocala, Florida  
 
We have examined Marion County, Florida’s (the County) compliance with the requirements of 
Section 365.172(10), Florida Statutes, Authorized Expenditures of E911 Fee, and Section 365.173(2)(d), 
Florida Statutes, Distribution and Use of (E911) Funds, during the year ended September 30, 2020.  
Management is responsible for the County’s compliance with those requirements.  Our responsibility is 
to express an opinion on the County’s compliance based on our examination. 
 
Our examination was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the American 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  Those standards require that we plan and perform the 
examination to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the County complied, in all material 
respects, with the requirements referenced above.  An examination involves performing procedures to 
obtain evidence about whether the County complied with the specified requirements.  The nature, 
timing, and extent of procedures selected depend on our judgement, including an assessment of the risk 
of material non-compliance, whether due to fraud or error.  We believe that the evidence we obtained 
is sufficient and appropriate to provide a reasonable basis for our opinion.  
 
Our examination does not provide a legal determination on the County’s compliance with specified 
requirements. 
 
In our opinion, the County complied, in all material respects, with the aforementioned requirements for 
the year ended September 30, 2020. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing Committee, members 
of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor General, Federal and 
other granting agencies, the Board of County Commissioners, and applicable management, and is not 
intended to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than these specified parties. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida  
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MANAGEMENT LETTER 

The Honorable Board of the County Commissioners 
Marion County, Florida 
Ocala, Florida 

Report of the Financial Statements  
We have audited the basic financial statements of Marion County, Florida (the County) as of and for the 
fiscal year ended September 30, 2020, and have issued our report thereon dated March 10, 2021. 

Auditor’s Responsibility 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by 
the Comptroller General of the United States; the audit requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements of 
Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance); and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General.   

Other Reporting Requirements 
We have issued our Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and on 
Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards; Independent Auditor’s Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal 
Program and State Project and Report on Internal Control over Compliance; Schedule of Findings and 
Questioned Costs; and Independent Accountant’s Reports on examination conducted in accordance with 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants Professional Standards, AT-C Section 315, regarding 
compliance requirements in accordance with Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General.  Disclosure in 
those reports and schedule, which are dated March 10, 2021 and April 6, 2021, should be considered in 
conjunction with this management letter.   

Prior Audit Findings 
Section 10.554(1)(i)1., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we determine whether or not corrective 
actions have been taken to address findings and recommendations made in the preceding annual financial 
audit report.  There were no audit recommendations made in the preceding audit report.  

Official Title and Legal Authority 
Section 10.554(1)(i)4., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that the name or official title and legal 
authority for the primary government and each component unit of the reporting entity be disclosed in this 
management letter, unless disclosed in the notes to the financial statements.  The legal authority for the 
County and its component units is reported in Note 1 to the basic financial statements. 
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The Honorable Board of the County Commissioners 
Marion County, Florida 
Ocala, Florida 

MANAGEMENT LETTER 

Financial Condition and Management 
Sections 10.554(1)(i)5.a. and 10.556(7), Rules of the Auditor General, require us to apply appropriate 
procedures and communicate the results of our determination, as to whether or not the County has met 
one or more of the conditions described in Section 218.503(1), Florida Statutes, and to identify the specific 
condition(s) met.  In connection with our audit, we determined that the County did not meet any of the 
conditions described in Section 218.503(1), Florida Statutes.   

Pursuant to Sections 10.554(1)(i)5.b. and 10.556(8), Rules of the Auditor General, we applied financial 
condition assessment procedures.  It is management’s responsibility to monitor the County’s financial 
condition, and our financial condition assessment was based in part on representations made by 
management and the review of the financial information provided by same.  

Section 10.554 (1)(i)2., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we communicate any recommendations 
to improve financial management.  In connection with our audit, we did not have such recommendations. 

Special District Component Units 
Section 10.554(1)(i)5.c., Rules of the Auditor General, requires, if appropriate, that we communicate the 
failure of a special district that is a component unit of a county, municipality, or special district, to provide 
the financial information necessary for proper reporting of the component unit within the audited financial 
statements of the county, municipality, or special district in accordance with Section 218.39(3)(b), Florida 
Statutes.  In connection with our audit, we did not note any special district component units that failed to 
provide the necessary information for proper reporting in accordance with 218.39(b), Florida Statutes.  

Additional Matters 
Section 10.554(1)(i)(3)., Rules of the Auditor General, requires us to communicate noncompliance with 
provisions of contracts or grant agreements, or abuse that have occurred, or are likely to have occurred, 
that have an effect on the financial statements that is less than material but warrants the attention of 
those charged with governance.  In connection with our audit, we did not note any such findings.  

Purpose of this Letter 
Our management letter is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing 
Committee, members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor 
General, Federal and other granting agencies, the Board of the County Commissioners, and applicable 
management, and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than these specified 
parties. 

April 6, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 
 
Honorable Gregory C. Harrell 
Marion County Clerk of the Circuit Court and  
 Comptroller 
Marion County, Florida 
 
Report on the Special Purpose Financial Statements 
We have audited the accompanying special purpose financial statements of each major fund and 
the aggregate remaining fund information of the Marion County, Florida, Clerk of the Circuit Court 
and Comptroller (the Clerk) as of and for the year ended September 30, 2020, and the related notes 
to the special purpose financial statements, which collectively comprise the Clerk’s special purpose 
financial statements, as listed in the table of contents. 
 
Management’s Responsibility for the Special Purpose Financial Statements 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these special purpose 
financial statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United 
States of America; this includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control 
relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of special purpose financial statements that are free 
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
 
Auditor’s Responsibility 
Our responsibility is to express opinions on these special purpose financial statements based on our 
audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.  Those standards 
require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the special 
purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. 
 
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and 
disclosures in the special purpose financial statements.  The procedures selected depend on the 
auditor’s judgment, including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the special 
purpose financial statements, whether due to fraud or error.  In making those risk assessments, the 
auditor considers internal control relevant to the Clerk’s preparation and fair presentation of the 
special purpose financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the 
circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Clerk’s 
internal control.  Accordingly, we express no such opinion.  An audit also includes evaluating the 
appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting 
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the special purpose 
financial statements. 
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Honorable Gregory C. Harrell 
Marion County Clerk of the Circuit Court and  
 Comptroller 
Marion County, Florida 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
(Continued) 
 

Auditor’s Responsibility (Concluded) 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for our audit opinions. 
 
Opinions 
In our opinion, the special purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all 
material respects, the respective financial position of each major fund, and the aggregate remaining 
fund information of the Clerk as of September 30, 2020, and the respective changes in financial 
position thereof for the fiscal year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America. 
 
Emphasis of Matter – Incomplete Presentation 
As discussed in Note 1 to the special purpose financial statements, the special purpose financial 
statements referred to above were prepared solely for the purpose of complying with the Rules of 
the Auditor General (the Rules) of the State of Florida. In conformity with the Rules, the 
accompanying special purpose financial statements are intended to present the financial position 
and changes in financial position of each major fund and the aggregate remaining fund, only for 
that portion of the major funds, and the aggregate remaining fund information, of Marion County, 
Florida, that is attributable to the Clerk.  They do not purport to, and do not, present fairly the 
financial position of Marion County, Florida, as of September 30, 2020, and the changes in its 
financial position for the fiscal year then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America.  Our opinion is not modified with respect to this matter. 
 
Other Matters 
 
Required Supplementary Information 
Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the 
information listed as required supplementary information in the table of contents be presented to 
supplement the special purpose financial statements.  Such information, although not a part of the 
special purpose financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the special purpose 
financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context.  We have applied 
certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information in accordance with auditing 
standards generally accepted in the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of 
management about the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for 
consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries, the special purpose financial statements, 
and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the special purpose financial statements.  We 
do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the limited 
procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any 
assurance. 
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Honorable Gregory C. Harrell 
Marion County Clerk of the Circuit Court and  
 Comptroller 
Marion County, Florida 

 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 

(Concluded) 
 
Other Matters (Concluded) 
 
Other Financial Information 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the special purpose financial 
statements that collectively comprise the Clerk’s special purpose financial statements.  The other 
financial information, as listed in the table of contents, is presented for purposes of additional 
analysis and is not a required part of the special purpose financial statements.  The other financial 
information is the responsibility of management and was derived from, and relates directly to, the 
underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the special purpose financial statements.  
Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the special 
purpose financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and 
reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare 
the special purpose financial statements or to the special purpose financial statements themselves, 
and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America.  In our opinion, the other financial information is fairly stated in all 
material respects in relation to the special purpose financial statements as a whole. 
 
Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated 
March 10, 2021, on our consideration of the Clerk’s internal control over financial reporting and on 
our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant 
agreements, and other matters included under the heading Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal 
Control Over Financial Reporting and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of the 
Special Purpose Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with Government Auditing 
Standards.  The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over 
financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on 
internal control over financial reporting or on compliance.  That report is an integral part of an audit 
performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the Clerk’s internal 
control over financial reporting and compliance. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 



  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Purpose Financial Statements



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER

BALANCE SHEET
GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Cash and cash equivalents $ 3,079,019  $ 580,969      $ 935,972     $ 4,595,960   
Accounts receivable 2,113         -                -               2,113          
Due from other funds 11,041       -                -               11,041        
Due from Board of County

Commissioners 85,277       -                -               85,277        
Due from other governmental units 75,153       -                -               75,153        
Prepaid items 37,740       50,330        199,793     287,863      

   Total Assets $ 3,290,343  $ 631,299      $ 1,135,765  $ 5,057,407   

Accounts payable $ 22,936       $ -                $ 546            $ 23,482        
Accrued liabilities 408,713     -                16,934       425,647      
Due to Board of County

Commissioners 601,602     -                -               601,602      
Due to other governmental units 2,108,519  -                -               2,108,519   
Deposits and other revenues

collected in advance 52,132       -                -               52,132        
Other current liabilities 96,441       -                -               96,441        

Total Liabilities 3,290,343  -                17,480       3,307,823   
Fund Balance (Deficit)

Nonspendable Prepaid Items 37,740       50,330        199,793     287,863      
Restricted for

Records Modernization Technology -               580,969      918,492     1,499,461   

Unassigned: (Deficit) (37,740)      -                  -                 (37,740)       
Total Fund Balance -               631,299      1,118,285  1,749,584   

   Total Liabilities
       and Fund Balance $ 3,290,343  $ 631,299      $ 1,135,765  $ 5,057,407   

Liabilities

Fund
Assets 

Major Funds

 Trust Fund
Technology

Related
Court 

Trust Fund Funds
Governmental

Total
RecordsGeneral
Public

See accompanying notes to financial statements.  4



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND
CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Revenues:
Charges for services $ 2,129,226       $ 248,426     $ 754,586       $ 3,132,238   
Court related revenues 3,982,868       -               -                 3,982,868   
Grant revenue 542,232          -               -                 542,232      
State shared revenue 383,679          -               -                 383,679      
Judgments and fines 1,908,739       -               -                 1,908,739   
Investment income 90,127            5,630         10,414         106,171      
Miscellaneous revenue 67,490            -               -                 67,490        

Total Revenues 9,104,361       254,056     765,000       10,123,417 
Expenditures:

Current:
General government:

Salaries and benefits 5,637,560       -               -                 5,637,560   
Operating expenditures 624,492          253,955     -                 878,447      
Capital outlay 61,438            25,545       -                 86,983        

Court related:
Salaries and benefits 5,699,797       -               449,431       6,149,228   
Operating expenditures 87,298            -               349,512       436,810      
Payments to State 341,262          -               -                 341,262      
Capital outlay -                    -               24,089         24,089        

Total Expenditures 12,451,847     279,500     823,032       13,554,379 

Deficiency of Revenues Under
Expenditures (3,347,486)      (25,444)      (58,032)        (3,430,962)  

Other Financing Sources and Uses:
Operating transfers in - 

Board of County Commissioners,
  net of excess budget fees 3,347,486       -               -                 3,347,486   

Total Other Financing Sources 
and Uses 3,347,486       -               -                 3,347,486   

Net Change in Fund Balance -                    (25,444)      (58,032)        (83,476)       

Fund Balance, October 1, 2019 -                    656,743     1,176,317    1,833,060   

Fund Balance, September 30, 2020 $ -                    $ 631,299     $ 1,118,285    $ 1,749,584   

Total
Technology

Funds
 Governmental 

Trust Fund

Related

Major Funds

Fund Trust Fund
Records
Public

General

Court

See accompanying notes to financial statements.  5



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER

STATEMENT OF FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES - AGENCY FUNDS

SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Cash and cash equivalents $ 8,278,950    
Accounts receivable 6,983           
Due from Board of County Commissioners 1,718           

Total Assets $ 8,287,651    

Accounts (receivable) payable $ (7,241)         
Due to other funds 11,041         
Due to Board of County Commissioners 189,541       
Due to other governmental units 2,021,863    
Due to individuals 6,072,447    

Total Liabilities $ 8,287,651    

Assets

Liabilities

See accompanying notes to financial statements.  6



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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SEPTEMBER 30, 2020 
 

1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 
 
The following is a summary of the significant accounting principles and policies used in the preparation 
of these special purpose financial statements. 

 
Reporting Entity — The Marion County, Florida, Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller (the 
Clerk) is an elected constitutional officer as provided by the Constitution of the State of Florida. The 
Clerk’s budget is submitted to the Marion County, Florida (the County) Board of County 
Commissioners (the Board) for approval. The Board appropriates and distributes to the Clerk on a 
monthly basis funds necessary to operate the Clerk’s office. 

 
Any excess of appropriations received from the Board over actual expenditures for any fiscal year is 
required to be returned to the Board after the end of the fiscal year. 

 
For financial reporting purposes, the Clerk is deemed to be a part of the primary government of the 
County, and therefore, is included as such in the County’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report. 

 
Basis of Presentation — The accompanying special purpose financial statements include all the funds 
and accounts of the Clerk’s office, but are not intended to be a complete presentation of the County as 
a whole. Except for this matter, they are otherwise in conformity with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America (US GAAP). The accompanying special purpose financial 
statements were prepared for the purpose of complying with Section 218.39, Florida Statutes, and 
Section 10.557, Rules of the Auditor General – Local Government Entity Audits. 

 
Per GASB Statement No. 54, governmental fund balances are classified either as nonspendable or as 
spendable. Spendable fund balances are further classified below in a hierarchy based on the extent to 
which there are external and internal constraints on the spending of these fund balances. 

 
Nonspendable fund balance – include amounts that cannot be spent because they are not in spendable 
form or legally or contractually required to be maintained intact. Nonspendable in governmental fund 
types are for inventories and prepaid items. 

 
Restricted fund balance – include amounts that can be spent only for the specific purposes stipulated by 
external resource providers either constitutionally or through enabling legislation. Examples include 
grants and impact fees. 

 

 



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 
 
Committed fund balance – include amounts that can only be used for the specific purpose determined 
by a formal action of the government’s highest level of decision-making authority. Commitments may 
be changed or lifted only by the government taking the same formal action that imposed the constraint 
originally. 

 
Assigned fund balance – comprise of amounts intended to be used by the government for specific 
purposes. Intent can be expressed by the governing body or by an official or body to which the governing 
body delegates the authority. In governmental funds other than the general fund, assigned fund balance 
represents the amount that is not restricted or committed. This indicates that the resources in other 
governmental funds are, at a minimum intended to be used for the purpose of that fund. 

 
Unassigned fund balance – is the residual classification of the general fund only and includes all 
amounts not contained in other classifications. Unassigned amounts are technically available for any 
purpose. 

 
The Clerk utilizes the following fund types: 

 
Governmental Funds: 

Major Funds 

    General Fund – a governmental fund, is used to account for and report all financial resources 
of the Clerk not accounted for and reported in another fund. Revenues and expenditures 
are applicable to the general operations of the Clerk. 

    Public Records Trust Fund – The Public Records Trust Fund is a special revenue fund 
used to account for specific revenue sources that are restricted or committed to expenditures 
for specified purposes other than debt service or capital projects. Recording fees paid to the 
Clerk are restricted for records modernization. 

 

 

 



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 
 
Governmental Funds: (Concluded) 

    Court Related Technology Trust Fund – The Court Related Technology Trust Fund is a 
special revenue fund used to account for specific revenue sources that are restricted or 
committed to expenditures for specified purposes other than debt service or capital projects. 
Recording fees are restricted for records modernization for court related technology needs 
of the Clerk. 

 

Fiduciary Funds: 

     Agency Funds – are used to account for assets received and held by the Clerk as an agent 
for individuals, private organizations and other governments. Agency funds are custodial 
in nature and do not involve measurement of changes in financial position. The Clerk has 
numerous agency funds for varying purposes. 

 

Basis of Accounting — Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized 
in the accounts and reported in the special purpose financial statements, and also refers to the timing of 
the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. 

 
All governmental and agency funds are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. 
Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when received in cash or when 
they become both measurable and available to finance expenditures of the current period. The Clerk 
considers receivables collected within 30 days after year end to be available and recognizes them as 
revenues of the current year. Receivables collected after 30 days are reported as a deferred inflow of 
resources until the revenue becomes available. Expenditures are recorded when the liability is incurred, 
except for accumulated sick and vacation pay, which are not recorded until paid. 

 
Measurement Focus — The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to the capital assets 
and long-term liabilities associated with a fund are determined by its measurement focus. All 
governmental funds are accounted for on a spending or “financial flow” measurement focus. This means 
that generally only current assets, deferred outflows of resources, current liabilities, and deferred inflows 
of resources are included in the balance sheet. Governmental fund statements of changes present 
increases (revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (expenditures and other financing uses) 
in net current position. Accordingly, they present a summary of sources and uses of “available spendable 
resources” during a period. 

 
 

 

 



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 
 
Budgetary Requirement — On or before June 1 of each year, the Clerk submits a tentative budget for 
the ensuing fiscal year to the Board. The budget is adopted in the same manner as the budget of the 
Board. 

 
A budget is legally adopted for the general fund, the public records trust fund, and the court related 
technology trust fund; and is on a basis consistent with US GAAP. Budgetary control is at the fund level. 
Budgetary changes within the funds are made at the discretion of the Clerk. 

 
The budget for the public records trust fund and the court related technology trust fund is subject to a 
“nonappropriated budget” review and approval process, which is outside the Board’s normal 
“appropriated budget” process. 

 
Budgetary Requirement Court Related Functions — Pursuant to Florida Statutes 28.36, on or before 
June 1 of each year, the Clerk must prepare a proposed budget for the County fiscal year beginning 
October 1 and submit it to the Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation (the Corporation). 
Pursuant to Florida Statutes 28.35(2)(f), the Corporation reviews and approves the Clerk’s proposed 
budget, and may also amend it as deemed necessary. 

 
Refund of “Excess Fees” — The County funds a portion of the operating budget of the Clerk. Payment 
by the County to fund the operations of the Clerk is recorded as a transfer out in governmental fund 
types in the basic financial statements of the County, and as operating transfers in on the special purpose 
financial statements of the Clerk. 

 
The Board requires that the excess of the County’s appropriations (and other revenues) over 
expenditures be returned to the Board at the end of the fiscal year. Repayments to the County are 
recorded as a reduction in other financing sources in the special purpose financial statements of the 
Constitutional Officer and as a reduction of transfers out in the special purpose financial statements of 
the County. The amount of undistributed excess appropriations at the end of the fiscal year is reported 
as amounts due the Board. 

 
All revenues derived from statutory fines, fees, service charges, and costs collected by the Clerk of the 
Court on behalf of the Department of Revenue (DOR), are to be retained by the Clerk and deposited into 
the Fine and Forfeiture Fund. By the 10th of the month following collection, the Clerk must submit the 
portion of filing fees in excess of 1/12 of the Clerk’s total budget along with the $1 and $4 filing fees. 
Unexpended collections (formerly known as settle-up excess fees) will be remitted no later than January 
2021. 

 
 



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Concluded) 
 

Use of Estimates — The preparation of special purpose financial statements is in conformity with US 
GAAP and requires management to make use of estimates that affect the reported amounts of assets 
and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities as of the date of the special purpose 
financial statements, and the reported amount of revenues and expenditures during the reporting period. 
Actual results could differ from estimates. 

 
Title IV-D Grant — The program grant received by the Clerk’s office is recorded in the applicable 
governmental fund as receivables and revenues monthly upon completion of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court Child Support Depository Title IV-D Services Reimbursement Invoice. Such revenue is subject 
to review by the funding agency and may result in disallowance in subsequent periods. 

 
2. Deposit and Investments 

 
Cash and Cash Equivalents — At September 30, 2020, the Clerk’s carrying value of cash and cash 
equivalents totaled $12,874,910. This includes the carrying amount of the Clerk’s cash and deposit 
accounts of $8,654,999. The Clerk’s cash deposits are held by a bank that qualifies as a public 
depository under the Florida Security for Public Deposits Act as required by Chapter 280, Florida 
Statutes. All of the Clerk’s deposits are fully insured by the Public Deposit Trust Fund. 

 
Investment Portfolio — On October 3, 2000, the Clerk formally adopted a comprehensive investment 
policy pursuant to Section 218.415, Florida Statutes that established permitted investments, asset 
allocation limits, issuer limits, credit ratings requirements, and maturity limits to protect the Clerk’s cash 
and investment assets. 
 
Section 218.415, Florida Statutes, limits the types of investments that a government can invest in unless 
specifically authorized in an investment policy. The Clerk’s investment policy allows for the following 
investments: The Florida State Board of Administration’s Local Government Surplus Funds Trust Fund, 
United States Government Securities, United States Government Agencies, Federal Instrumentalities, 
Non-Negotiable Interest Bearing Time Certificates of Deposit or Savings Accounts, Repurchase 
Agreements, Commercial Paper, Bankers’ Acceptances, State and/or Local Government Taxable and/or 
Tax-Exempt Debt, Fixed Income Money Market Mutual Funds, and Intergovernmental Investment 
Pools.  

 



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
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NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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2. Deposit and Investments (Concluded) 
 
Included in the cash and cash equivalents total at September 30, 2020, is $4,219,911 invested with the 
Local Government Surplus Funds Trust Fund, an Investments Pool (the Surplus Funds Investment Pool), 
administered by the State Board of Administration of Florida. 

 
The Surplus Funds Investment Pool met the criteria to be a “2a7-like” pool, as defined in GASB 
Statement No. 31, Accounting and Financial Reporting for Certain Investments and for External 
Investment Pools, and is permitted to report investments at amortized cost, which is consistent with the 
regulations set forth in the Security and Exchange Commission’s Rule 2a7 of the Investment Company 
Act of 1940. 

 
3. Capital Assets 

 
The tangible personal property used by the Clerk in its governmental fund operations is reported as 
capital assets in the statement of net position as part of the basic financial statements of the County. 
Upon acquisition, such assets are recorded as expenditures in the governmental fund types of the Clerk 
and capitalized at cost in the capital asset accounts of the County. The Clerk maintains custodial 
responsibility for the capital assets used by his office. 

 
4. Accounts Payable 

 
Accounts payable balances in the Clerk’s governmental funds are primarily payable to third-party 
vendors for goods received and services rendered. 

 
5. Interfund Receivables and Payables and Transfers 

 
Individual fund interfund receivables and payables at September 30, 2020, consist of the following: 
 

 Due from 
Other Funds 

 Due to 
Other Funds 

     General Fund $             11,041  $                      - 
Agency Funds:    
     Registry of the Court Fund                        -                         - 
     Tax Deed Fund                        -                     224 
     Documentary Stamp Fund                        -  9,054 
     Support Trust Fund                        -  1,751 
     Foreclosure Fund                        -  12 
 $             11,041  $             11,041 
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NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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6. Accumulated Compensated Absences 
 

The amount of vested accumulated compensated absences payable (related to governmental fund 
activities) based upon the Clerk’s paid-time-off (PTO) policy is reported as a liability in the statement 
of net position in the County’s basic financial statements. That liability includes earned but unused 
vacation and sick time as well as FICA taxes and retirement contributions related thereto. 

 
The change in accumulated compensated absences during the year is as follows:  
 

Balance, September 30, 2019  $           799,553 
    Additions  667,019 
    Reductions  (572,498) 

Balance, September 30, 2020  $           894,074 
 

7. Postemployment Benefits Other Than Pensions 
 

The Board offers post-retirement health care benefits and life insurance to all retired employees of the 
Clerk’s Office and their dependents. Participating retirees are required to reimburse the Board for 100% 
of the premium cost, which is netted against the premium payment, so that no net expense is initially 
recorded in the Board’s financial statements. However, these retirees are receiving an “implicit subsidy” 
because the premium is a group rate which includes active, lower cost employees. This implicit subsidy 
has a cost which under US GAAP is required to be disclosed in these financial statements. However, 
this annual cost, the accrued obligation, and other required disclosures have been calculated for the 
County as a whole, and not separately for the Clerk’s Office. Accordingly, these calculations and 
disclosures are included in the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report of the County. 

 

8. Retirement Plan 
 

The Clerk participates in the Florida Retirement System for Pension Benefits. A detailed plan 
description and any liability for employees of the Clerk are included in the Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report of the County. 
 
9. Risk Management 

 
The Clerk participates in the County risk management program. The Board maintains an Insurance Risk 
Management Internal Service Fund for health, life and disability, workers’ compensation, general 
property and casualty and automobile claims. Payments to the Board for coverage are based on past 
experience of the amounts needed to pay current year claims. During the current year, the Clerk remitted 
$1,743,475 to the Board for insurance coverage. Information regarding the program’s coverage, self-
insurance reserves and program administration are included in the Comprehensive Annual Financial 
Report of the County for the year ended September 30, 2020. 



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

14 

 

 

 
 

10. Litigation 
 

From time to time, the office of the Clerk is involved as a defendant in certain litigation and claims 
arising from the ordinary course of operations. In the opinion of legal counsel, the range of potential 
liabilities will not materially affect the operations of the Clerk’s office or the financial position of the 
County, which would be required to fund any claims payments. 

 
11. CARES Act Grant 

 
The Clerk expended and received $126,152 of reimbursements from the Board for qualified funds 
related to the CARES Act during the year ended September 30, 2020. 
 
12. Contingencies 

 
In March 2020, the World Health Organization declared the outbreak of a novel coronavirus (COVID-
19) pandemic. The outbreak of COVID-19 is affecting communities, business operations, as well as the 
US economy and financial markets. The full extent to which COVID-19 will impact the Clerk is 
uncertain at this time and will depend on new information that may emerge concerning COVID-19 and 
the actions to contain and treat its impact and the economic impact on local, regional, national and 
international markets. 
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER

GENERAL FUND
SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND

CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - BUDGET AND ACTUAL

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Budget
Revenues:

Charges for services $ 1,901,000     $ 2,273,857    $ 2,129,226     $ (144,631)     
Court related revenues 4,362,981     4,362,981    3,982,868     (380,113)     
Grant revenue 276,959        276,959       542,232        265,273       
State shared revenue 686,170        686,170       383,679        (302,491)     
Judgments and fines 1,775,069     1,775,069    1,908,739     133,670       
Investment income 70,000          88,900         90,127          1,227           
Miscellaneous revenue 77,300          77,300         67,490          (9,810)         

Total Revenues 9,149,479     9,541,236    9,104,361     (436,875)     
Expenditures:

Current:
General government:

Salaries and benefits 5,458,789     5,892,074    5,637,560     254,514       
Operating expenditures 675,852        821,781       624,492        197,289       
Capital outlay 27,490          65,800         61,438          4,362           
Reserved for contingencies 322,215        164,398       -                 164,398       

Court related:
Salaries and benefits 6,310,625     6,310,625    5,699,797     610,828       
Operating expenditures 235,483        235,483       87,298          148,185       
Payments to State -                 -                341,262        (341,262)     

Total Expenditures 13,030,454   13,490,161  12,451,847   1,038,314    
Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues

Over (Under) Expenditures (3,880,975)   (3,948,925)  (3,347,486)   601,439       
Other Financing Sources and Uses:

Operating transfers in - Board
of County Commissioners,   
net of excess budget fees 3,880,975     3,948,925    3,347,486     (601,439)     

Total Other Financing
Sources (Uses) 3,880,975     3,948,925    3,347,486     (601,439)     

Net Change in Fund Balance -                 -                -                 -                
Fund Balance, October 1, 2019 -                 -                -                 -                
Fund Balance, September 30, 2020 $ -                 $ -                $ -                 $ -                

General Fund

Original
Budgeted Amounts

Actual

Variance

Final
with Final
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER

PUBLIC RECORDS TRUST FUND
SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND

CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - BUDGET AND ACTUAL

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Revenues:
Charges for services $ 199,000      $ 199,000     $ 248,426      $ 49,426        
Investment income 6,100          6,100         5,630          (470)           

Total Revenues 205,100      205,100     254,056      48,956        

Expenditures:
Current:

General government:
Operating expenditures 737,290      737,290     253,955      483,335      
Capital outlay -                -               25,545        (25,545)      

Total Expenditures 737,290      737,290     279,500      457,790      

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues
Over (Under) Expenditures (532,190)     (532,190)    (25,444)       506,746      

Net Change in Fund Balance (532,190)     (532,190)    (25,444)       506,746      

Fund Balance, October 1, 2019 532,190      532,190     656,743      124,553      

Fund Balance, September 30, 2020 $ -                $ -               $ 631,299      $ 631,299      

Public Records Trust Fund

BudgetOriginal
Budgeted Amounts

Final Actual

Variance
with Final
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER

COURT RELATED TECHNOLOGY TRUST FUND
SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND

CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - BUDGET AND ACTUAL

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Revenues:
Charges for services $ 595,000      $ 595,000      $ 754,586      $ 159,586      
Investment income 11,200        11,200        10,414        (786)           

Total Revenues 606,200      606,200      765,000      158,800      

Expenditures:
Current:

Court related:
Salaries and benefits 401,448      401,448      449,431      (47,983)      
Operating expenditures 730,946      730,946      349,512      381,434      
Non-operating expenses 28,069        28,069        -                28,069        
Capital outlay 16,231        16,231        24,089        (7,858)        

Total Expenditures 1,176,694   1,176,694   823,032      353,662      

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues
Over (Under) Expenditures (570,494)     (570,494)    (58,032)       512,462      

Net Change in Fund Balance (570,494)     (570,494)    (58,032)       512,462      

Fund Balance, October 1, 2019 570,494      570,494      1,176,317   605,823      

Fund Balance, September 30, 2020 $ -                $ -               $ 1,118,285   $ 1,118,285   

Court Related Technology Trust Fund 

Variance

Original Final Actual
Budgeted Amounts with Final

Budget
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER

COMBINING STATEMENT OF FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES - 
ALL AGENCY FUNDS

SEPTEMBER 30, 2020
 

Cash and cash 
 equivalents $ 2,290,069      $ 2,049,932  $ 1,810,746  $ 27,937   
Accounts receivable -                  -               -              6,983     
Due from Board of County 

Commissioners -                  -               -              -          

Total Assets $ 2,290,069      $ 2,049,932  $ 1,810,746  $ 34,920   

Accounts (receivable) payable $ -                  $ 35              $ (9,054)       $ -          
Due to other funds -                  224            9,054         1,751     
Due to Board of County
 Commissioners -                  -               -              -          
Due to other governmental units 35,327           -               1,810,746  13,926   
Due to individuals 2,254,742      2,049,673  -              19,243   

Total Liabilities $ 2,290,069      $ 2,049,932  $ 1,810,746  $ 34,920   

Liabilities

Support

Stamp Fund Fund

of the Tax
Registry

Agency Funds

Assets Fund
Deed

Fund
Court Documentary Trust
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER

COMBINING STATEMENT OF FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES -
ALL AGENCY FUNDS 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2020
(Concluded)

Cash and cash 
 equivalents $ 18,675  $ 636,178 $ 377,138    $ 1,068,275 $ 8,278,950 
Accounts receivable -          -           -              -              6,983        
Due from Board of County

Commissioners -          1,718     -              -              1,718        

Total Assets $ 18,675  $ 637,896 $ 377,138    $ 1,068,275 $ 8,287,651 

Accounts (receivable) payable $ -          $ 1,718     $ -              $ 60             $ (7,241)       
Due to other funds -          -           -              12             11,041      
Due to Board of County
 Commissioners -           189,541 -              -              189,541    
Due to other governmental units 18,675  143,189 -              -              2,021,863 
Due to individuals -          303,448 377,138    1,068,203 6,072,447 

Total Liabilities $ 18,675  $ 637,896 $ 377,138    $ 1,068,275 $ 8,287,651 

Payroll 
Fund Fund

Witness

Totals

Jury and

Trust

Agency Funds

Foreclosure
General Cash

Liabilities

Bond Fund
Appearance

Assets Fund
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER

COMBINING STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES -
ALL AGENCY FUNDS

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Balance Balance
September 30, September 30,

2019 Additions Deductions 2020

REGISTRY OF THE COURT FUND

Cash and cash equivalents 3,050,952$       11,786,645$   12,547,528$   2,290,069$       

Total Assets 3,050,952$       11,786,645$   12,547,528$   2,290,069$       

Due to other funds -$                    210,371$        210,371$        -$                    
Due to other governmental units 24,578             15,530           4,781             35,327             
Due to individuals 3,026,374        11,560,744    12,332,376    2,254,742        

Total Liabilities 3,050,952$       11,786,645$   12,547,528$   2,290,069$       

Cash and cash equivalents 2,341,982$       3,686,064$     3,978,114$     2,049,932$       

Accounts (receivable) payable -$                    35$                -$                   35$                  
Due to other funds -                      679                455                224                  
Due to individuals 2,341,982        3,685,350      3,977,659      2,049,673        

Total Liabilities 2,341,982$       3,686,064$     3,978,114$     2,049,932$       

ASSETS

LIABILITIES

TAX DEED FUND

ASSETS

LIABILITIES
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER

COMBINING STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES -
ALL AGENCY FUNDS

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Balance Balance
September 30, September 30,

2019 Additions Deductions 2020

DOCUMENTARY STAMP FUND

Cash and cash equivalents 1,014,873$       34,434,448$   33,638,575$   1,810,746$       

Accounts (receivable) payable (5,074)$             5,074$            9,054$            (9,054)$             
Due to other funds 5,074               9,054             5,074             9,054               
Due to other governmental units 1,014,873        34,420,320    33,624,447    1,810,746        

Total Liabilities 1,014,873$       34,434,448$   33,638,575$   1,810,746$       

Cash and cash equivalents 8,970$              475,678$        456,711$        27,937$            
Accounts receivable 6,983               -                   -                   6,983               

Total Assets 15,953$            475,678$        456,711$        34,920$            

Due to other funds 2,865$              31,405$          32,519$          1,751$              
Due to other governmental units 13,939             14,505           14,518           13,926             
Due to individuals (851)                429,768         409,674         19,243             

Total Liabilities 15,953$            475,678$        456,711$        34,920$            

LIABILITIES

(Continued)

LIABILITIES

ASSETS

SUPPORT TRUST FUND

ASSETS
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER

COMBINING STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES -
ALL AGENCY FUNDS

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Balance Balance
September 30, September 30,

2019 Additions Deductions 2020

JURY AND WITNESS PAYROLL FUND

Cash and cash equivalents 13,545$           40,035$          34,905$          18,675$            

Accounts (receivable) payable -$                    34,560$          34,560$          -$                    
Due to other governmental units 13,545             5,475             345                18,675             

Total Liabilities 13,545$            40,035$          34,905$          18,675$            

Cash and cash equivalents 597,349$          6,660,276$     6,621,447$     636,178$          
Due from other funds 36                    -                     36                  -                    
Due from Board of County

Commissioners 2,483               1,718             2,483             1,718               

Total Assets 599,868$          6,661,994$     6,623,966$     637,896$          

Accounts (receivable) payable 2,483$              1,718$            2,483$            1,718$              
Due to Board of County
   Commissioners 174,861           2,014,770      2,000,090      189,541           
Due to other governmental units 148,051           4,294,845      4,299,707      143,189           
Due to individuals 274,473           350,661         321,686         303,448           

Total Liabilities 599,868$          6,661,994$     6,623,966$     637,896$          

(Continued)

GENERAL TRUST FUND

LIABILITIES

ASSETS

LIABILITIES

ASSETS
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER

COMBINING STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES -
ALL AGENCY FUNDS

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Balance Balance
September 30, September 30,

2019 Additions Deductions 2020

CASH APPEARANCE BOND FUND

Cash and cash equivalents 332,494$          470,657$        426,013$        377,138$          

Due to individuals 332,494$          470,657$        426,013$        377,138$          

FORECLOSURE FUND

Cash and cash equivalents 1,214,769$       4,090,551$     4,237,045$     1,068,275$       

Accounts (receivable) payable 125$                60$                125$              60$                  
Due to other funds 25                    2,439             2,452             12                    
Due to individuals 1,214,619        4,088,052      4,234,468      1,068,203        

Total Liabilities 1,214,769$       4,090,551$     4,237,045$     1,068,275$       

ASSETS

LIABILITIES

ASSETS

LIABILITIES

(Continued)
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER

COMBINING STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES -
ALL AGENCY FUNDS

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Balance Balance
September 30, September 30,

2019 Additions Deductions 2020

TOTALS - ALL AGENCY FUNDS

Cash and cash equivalents 8,574,934$      61,644,354$  61,940,338$  8,278,950$      
Accounts receivable 6,983               -                   -                   6,983               
Due from other funds 36                    -                   36                  -                    
Due from Board of County

Commissioners 2,483               1,718             2,483             1,718               

Total Assets 8,584,436$      61,646,072$  61,942,857$  8,287,651$      

Accounts (receivable) payable (2,466)$           41,447$         46,222$         (7,241)$           
Due to other funds 7,964               253,948         250,871         11,041             
Due to Board of County

Commissioners 174,861           2,014,770      2,000,090      189,541           
Due to other governmental units 1,214,986        38,750,675    37,943,798    2,021,863        
Due to individuals 7,189,091        20,585,232    21,701,876    6,072,447        

Total Liabilities 8,584,436$      61,646,072$  61,942,857$  8,287,651$      

ASSETS

LIABILITIES

(Concluded)
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS 
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
 
 
Honorable Gregory C. Harrell 
Marion County Clerk of the Circuit Court and  
 Comptroller  
Marion County, Florida 
 
We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States 
of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the special purpose financial 
statements of each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of Marion County, 
Florida, Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller (the Clerk) as of and for the year ended 
September 30, 2020, and the related notes to the special purpose financial statements, which 
collectively comprise the Clerk’s special purpose financial statements, and have issued our report 
thereon dated March 10, 2021, which was modified to state that the special purpose financial 
statements are not intended to be a complete presentation of Marion County, Florida. 
 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
In planning and performing our audit of the special purpose financial statements, we considered the 
Clerk’s internal control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for designing audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions on 
the special purpose financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the Clerk’s internal control.  Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the Clerk’s internal control. 
 
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, 
or detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis.  A material weakness is a deficiency, or a 
combination of deficiencies, in internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a 
material misstatement of the Clerk’s special purpose financial statements will not be prevented, or 
detected and corrected on a timely basis.  A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination 
of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a material weakness, yet important enough 
to merit attention by those charged with governance. 
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Honorable Gregory C. Harrell 
Marion County Clerk of the Circuit Court and  
 Comptroller  
Marion County, Florida 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS 
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
(Concluded) 

 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting (Concluded) 
Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of 
this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be 
material weaknesses or significant deficiencies.  Given these limitations, during our audit we did 
not identify any deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses.  
However, material weaknesses may exist that have not been identified. 
 
Compliance and Other Matters 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Clerk’s special purpose financial 
statements are free from material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant agreements, non-compliance with which could 
have a direct and material effect on the special purpose financial statements.  However, providing 
an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, 
we do not express such an opinion.  The results of our tests disclosed no instances of non-
compliance or other matters that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. 
 
Purpose of this Report 
The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and 
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
Clerk’s internal control or on compliance.  This report is an integral part of an audit performed in 
accordance with Government Auditing Standards, in considering the Clerk’s internal control and 
compliance.  Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other purpose. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH 
SECTION 218.415, FLORIDA STATUTES 

 
Honorable Gregory C. Harrell 
Marion County Clerk of the Circuit Court and  
 Comptroller  
Marion County, Florida 
 
We have examined the Marion County, Florida, Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller’s (the 
Clerk) compliance with the requirements of Section 218.415, Florida Statutes, as of and for the year 
ended September 30, 2020, as required by Section 10.556(10)(a), Rules of the Auditor General.  
Management is responsible for the Clerk’s compliance with those requirements.  Our responsibility 
is to express an opinion on the Clerk’s compliance based on our examination. 
 
Our examination was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  Those standards require that we plan and 
perform the examination to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the Clerk complied, in all 
material respects, with the requirements referenced above.  An examination involves performing 
procedures to obtain evidence about whether the Clerk complied with the specified requirements.  
The nature, timing, and extent of procedures selected depend on our judgement, including an 
assessment of the risk of material non-compliance, whether due to fraud or error.  We believe that 
the evidence we obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a reasonable basis for our opinion.  
 
Our examination does not provide a legal determination on the Clerk’s compliance with specified 
requirements. 
 
In our opinion, the Clerk complied, in all material respects, with the aforementioned requirements 
for the year ended September 30, 2020. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing Committee, 
members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor 
General, the Clerk, its management, and the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County, 
Florida, and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than these specified 
parties. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE 
WITH SECTIONS 28.35 AND 28.36, FLORIDA STATUTES 

 
Honorable Gregory C. Harrell 
Marion County Clerk of the Circuit Court and  
 Comptroller  
Marion County, Florida 
 
We have examined the Marion County, Florida, Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller’s (the 
Clerk) compliance with the requirements of Sections 28.35 and 28.36, Florida Statutes, as of and 
for the year ended September 30, 2020.  Management is responsible for the Clerk’s compliance 
with those requirements.  Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the Clerk’s compliance 
based on our examination. 
 
Our examination was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  Those standards require that we plan and 
perform the examination to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the Clerk complied, in all 
material respects, with the requirements referenced above.  An examination involves performing 
procedures to obtain evidence about whether the Clerk complied with the specified requirements.  
The nature, timing, and extent of procedures selected depend on our judgement, including an 
assessment of the risk of material non-compliance, whether due to fraud or error.  We believe that 
the evidence we obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a reasonable basis for our opinion.  
 
Our examination does not provide a legal determination on the Clerk’s compliance with specified 
requirements. 
 
In our opinion, the Clerk complied, in all material respects, with the aforementioned requirements 
for the year ended September 30, 2020. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing Committee, 
members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor 
General, the Clerk, its management, and the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County, 
Florida, and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than these specified 
parties. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH 
SECTION 61.181, FLORIDA STATUTES 

 
Honorable Gregory C. Harrell 
Marion County Clerk of the Circuit Court and  
 Comptroller  
Marion County, Florida 
 
We have examined the Marion County, Florida, Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller’s (the 
Clerk) compliance with the requirements of Section 61.181, Florida Statutes, as of and for the year 
ended September 30, 2020, as required by Sections 10.556(10)(d) and 10.557(3)(c), Rules of the 
Auditor General.  Management is responsible for the Clerk’s compliance with those requirements.  
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the Clerk’s compliance based on our examination. 
 
Our examination was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  Those standards require that we plan and 
perform the examination to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the Clerk complied, in all 
material respects, with the requirements referenced above.  An examination involves performing 
procedures to obtain evidence about whether the Clerk complied with the specified requirements.  
The nature, timing, and extent of procedures selected depend on our judgement, including an 
assessment of the risk of material non-compliance, whether due to fraud or error.  We believe that 
the evidence we obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a reasonable basis for our opinion.  
 
Our examination does not provide a legal determination on the Clerk’s compliance with specified 
requirements. 
 
In our opinion, the Clerk complied, in all material respects, with the aforementioned requirements 
for the year ended September 30, 2020. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing Committee, 
members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor 
General, the Clerk, its management, and the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County, 
Florida, and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than these specified 
parties. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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MANAGEMENT LETTER 
 
 
Honorable Gregory C. Harrell 
Marion County Clerk of the Circuit Court and 
 Comptroller  
Marion County, Florida 
 
Report on the Special Purpose Financial Statements 
We have audited the special purpose financial statements of the Marion County, Florida, Clerk 
of the Circuit Court and Comptroller (the Clerk) as of and for the fiscal year ended September 30, 
2020, and have issued our report thereon dated March 10, 2021, which was modified to state 
that the special purpose financial statements are not intended to be a complete presentation of 
Marion County, Florida. 
 
Auditor’s Responsibility 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and Chapter 10.550, Rules 
of the Auditor General. 
 
Other Reporting Requirements 
We have issued our Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting 
and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Special Purpose Financial 
Statements Performed in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards and Independent 
Accountant’s Report on an examination conducted in accordance with American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants Professional Standards, AT-C Section 315, regarding compliance 
requirements in accordance with Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General.  Disclosures in 
those reports, which are dated March 10, 2021, should be considered in conjunction with this 
management letter. 
 
Prior Audit Findings 
Section 10.554(1)(i)1., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we determine whether or not 
corrective actions have been taken to address findings and recommendations made in the 
preceding annual financial audit report.  There were no findings or recommendations in the 
preceding annual financial audit report. 
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Honorable Gregory C. Harrell 
Marion County Clerk of the Circuit Court and  
 Comptroller  
Marion County, Florida 
 

MANAGEMENT LETTER 
(Concluded) 

 
Official Title and Legal Authority 
Section 10.554(1)(i)4., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that the name or official title and 
legal authority for the primary government and each component unit of the reporting entity be 
disclosed in this management letter, unless disclosed in the notes to the financial statements (see 
Note 1 of the accompanying financial statements). 
 
Financial Management 
Section 10.554(1)(i)2., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we communicate any 
recommendations to improve financial management.  In connection with our audit, we did not 
have any such recommendations. 
 
Additional Matters 
Section 10.554(1)(i)3., Rules of the Auditor General, requires us to communicate non-compliance 
with provisions of contracts or grant agreements, or abuse, that have occurred, or are likely to have 
occurred, that have an effect on the financial statements that is less than material but which warrants 
the attention of those charged with governance.  In connection with our audit, we did not note any 
such findings. 
 
Purpose of this Letter 
Our management letter is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing 
Committee, members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida 
Auditor General, the Clerk, its management, and the Board of County Commissioners of Marion 
County, Florida, and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than these 
specified parties. 
 
We wish to take this opportunity to thank you and your staff for the cooperation and courtesies 
extended to us during the course of our audit.  Please let us know if you have any questions or 
comments concerning this letter, our accompanying reports, or other matters. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 
 
Honorable Jimmy H. Cowan, Jr. 
Marion County Property Appraiser 
Marion County, Florida 
 
Report on the Special Purpose Financial Statements  
We have audited the accompanying special purpose financial statements of the general fund of the 
Marion County, Florida, Property Appraiser (the Property Appraiser) as of and for the year ended 
September 30, 2020, and the related notes to the special purpose financial statements, which 
collectively comprise the Property Appraiser’s special purpose financial statements, as listed in 
the table of contents. 
 
Management’s Responsibility for the Special Purpose Financial Statements 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these special purpose 
financial statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United 
States of America; this includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control 
relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of special purpose financial statements that are 
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
 
Auditor’s Responsibility  
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these special purpose financial statements based on 
our audit.  We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.  Those standards 
require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the special 
purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement.  
 
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and 
disclosures in the special purpose financial statements.  The procedures selected depend on the 
auditor’s judgment, including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the special 
purpose financial statements, whether due to fraud or error.  In making those risk assessments, the 
auditor considers internal control relevant to the Property Appraiser’s preparation and fair 
presentation of the special purpose financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the Property Appraiser’s internal control.  Accordingly, we express no such 
opinion.  An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the 
reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the 
overall presentation of the special purpose financial statements. 
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Honorable Jimmy H. Cowan, Jr. 
Marion County Property Appraiser 
Marion County, Florida 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
(Continued) 

 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for our audit opinion. 
 
Opinions 
In our opinion, the special purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all 
material respects, the respective financial position of the general fund of the Property Appraiser as 
of September 30, 2020, and the respective changes in financial position thereof for the fiscal year 
then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of 
America. 
 
Emphasis of Matter  
As discussed in Note 1 to the special purpose financial statements, the special purpose financial 
statements referred to above were prepared solely for the purpose of complying with the Rules of 
the Auditor General (the Rules) of the State of Florida.  In conformity with the Rules, the 
accompanying special purpose financial statements are intended to present the financial position 
and changes in financial position of the general fund only for that portion of the general fund of 
Marion County, Florida, that is attributable to the Property Appraiser.  They do not purport to, and 
do not, present fairly the financial position of Marion County, Florida, as of September 30, 2020, 
and the changes in its financial position for the fiscal year then ended in conformity with 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.  Our opinion is not 
modified with respect to this matter. 
 
Other Matters 
 
Required Supplementary Information 
Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the 
information listed as required supplementary information in the table of contents be presented to 
supplement the special purpose financial statements.  Such information, although not a required 
part of the special purpose financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the 
special purpose financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context.  
We have applied certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information in 
accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America, which 
consisted of inquiries of management about the methods of preparing the information and 
comparing the information for consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries, the 
special purpose financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the 
special purpose financial statements.  We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on 
the information because the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to 
express an opinion or provide any assurance. 
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Honorable Jimmy H. Cowan, Jr. 
Marion County Property Appraiser 
Marion County, Florida 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
(Concluded) 

 
Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated 
March 10, 2021, on our consideration of the Property Appraiser’s internal control over financial 
reporting and on our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts 
and grant agreements, and other matters included under the heading Independent Auditor’s Report 
on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an 
Audit of the Special Purpose Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with Government 
Auditing Standards.  The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal 
control over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide 
an opinion on internal control over financial reporting or on compliance.  That report is an integral 
part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the 
Property Appraiser’s internal control over financial reporting and compliance. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
 



 

Special Purpose 
Financial Statements 



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROPERTY APPRAISER

GENERAL FUND BALANCE SHEET

SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Cash and cash equivalents $ 289,600
Prepaids 63,023

Total Assets $ 352,623        

Liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 38,370
Due to Board of County Commissioners 308,841
Due to other governmental units 5,412            

Total Liabilities 352,623        

Fund Balance:
Nonspendable

Prepaid items 63,023          
Unassigned (63,023)         

Total Fund Balance -                    

Total Liabilities and Fund Balance $ 352,623        

Liabilities and Fund Balance

Assets

See accompanying notes to financial statements. 4



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROPERTY APPRAISER

GENERAL FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES,
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Revenues:
Charges for services:

Commissions $ 1,078,293
Grant revenue 39,684
Interest income 78

Total Revenues 1,118,055       

Expenditures:
Current:

General government:
Salaries and benefits 3,833,972
Operating expenditures 555,095

Capital outlay 4,437
Total Expenditures 4,393,504       

Deficiency of Revenues Under Expenditures (3,275,449)      

Other Financing Sources:
Operating transfers in - Board of County Commissioners,

net of excess budget fees 3,275,449       
Total Other Financing Sources 3,275,449       

Net Change in Fund Balance -                      

Fund Balance, October 1, 2019 -                      

Fund Balance, September 30, 2020 $ -                      

See accompanying notes to financial statements. 5
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
PROPERTY APPRAISER 

 

 

 

 
NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2020 

1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 
 
The following is a summary of the significant accounting principles and policies used in the preparation 
of these special purpose financial statements. 

 
Reporting Entity – The Marion County, Florida, Property Appraiser (the Property Appraiser) is an elected 
official established pursuant to Article VIII, Section 1(d) of the Constitution of the State of Florida. The 
Property Appraiser’s special purpose financial statements do not purport to reflect the financial position 
or the results of operations of Marion County, Florida, (the County) taken as a whole. 

 
Fees earned by the Property Appraiser (generally equal to the amount of the amended budget) are billed 
quarterly to the Board and other governmental agencies in proportion to prior year taxes levied, or in 
the case of non-ad valorem districts, by other reasonable methods. By statute, municipalities and school 
boards are exempt. 

 
Entity status for financial reporting purposes is governed by Statement No. 14 of the Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB). Although the Property Appraiser’s Office is operationally 
autonomous from the Board of County Commissioners, it does not hold sufficient corporate powers of its 
own to be considered a legally separate entity for financial reporting purposes. For financial statement 
purposes, the Property Appraiser is deemed to be part of the primary government of the County and, 
therefore, is included as such in the Marion County, Florida, Comprehensive Annual Financial Report. 

 
Basis of Presentation –  The accompanying special purpose financial statements include all the funds 
and accounts of the Property Appraiser’s office, but are not intended to be a complete presentation of the 
County as a whole. Except for this matter, they are otherwise in conformity with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America (US GAAP). The accompanying special purpose 
financial statements were prepared for the purpose of complying with Section 218.39, Florida Statutes, 
and Section 10.557, Rules of the Auditor General – Local Governmental Entity Audits. 

 
Governmental fund balances are classified either as nonspendable or as spendable. Spendable fund 
balances are further classified below in a hierarchy based on the extent to which there are external and 
internal constraints on the spending of these fund balances. 

 
Nonspendable fund balance – include amounts that cannot be spent because they are not in spendable 
form or legally or contractually required to be maintained intact. Nonspendable in governmental fund 
types are for inventories and prepaid items. 
 
Restricted fund balance – include amounts that can be spent only for the specific purposes stipulated by 
external resources providers either constitutionally or through enabling legislation. Examples include 
grants and impact fees. 
 
 



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
PROPERTY APPRAISER 
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NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 

 

 

 
 
1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 

 
Committed fund balance – include amounts that can be only used for the specific purpose determined 
by a formal action of the government’s highest level of decision-making authority. Commitments may 
be changed or lifted only by the government taking the same formal action that imposed the constraint 
originally. 

 
Assigned fund balance – comprises amounts intended to be used by the government for specific 
purposes. Intent can be expressed by the governing body or by an official or body to which the 
governing body delegates the authority. In governmental funds other than the general fund, assigned 
fund balance represents the amount that is not restricted or committed. This indicates that the resources 
in other governmental funds are, at a minimum intended to be used for the purpose of that fund. 

 
Unassigned fund balance – is the residual classification of the general fund only and includes all amounts 
not contained in other classifications. Unassigned amounts are technically available for any purpose. 

 
The Property Appraiser utilizes the following fund type: 

 
Governmental Fund: 
Major Fund 

 
The General Fund is used to account for all revenues and expenditures applicable to the general 
operations of the Property Appraiser. 

 
Basis of Accounting – Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in 
the accounts and reported in the special purpose financial statements and also refers to the timing of the 
measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. 

 
The modified accrual basis of accounting is followed by the general fund. Under the modified accrual 
basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when they become both measurable and available to finance 
expenditures of the current period. Expenditures are recorded when the liability is incurred, except for 
accumulated sick and vacation pay, which are not recorded until paid. 

 
Measurement Focus – The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to the capital assets and 
long-term liabilities associated with a fund are determined by its measurement focus. All governmental 
funds are accounted for on a spending or “financial flow” measurement focus. This means that generally, 
only current assets and current liabilities are included in the balance sheet. Governmental fund operating 
statements present increases (revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (expenditures and 
other financing uses) in net current assets. Accordingly, they present a summary of sources and uses 
of “available spendable resources” during a period. 

 
Budgetary Requirement – Expenditures are controlled by appropriations in accordance with the budget 
requirements set forth in the Florida Statutes. 

 
  



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
PROPERTY APPRAISER 
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NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 

 

 

 
 
1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Concluded) 

 
A budget is legally adopted for the general fund, and is on a basis consistent with US GAAP. 
Budgetary control is at the expenditure classification level (personnel services, operating expenditures, 
capital outlay). Budgetary changes within expenditure classification are made at the discretion of the 
Property Appraiser. Amendments between expenditure classes must be submitted to the State of Florida 
Department of Revenue. 

 
Refund of “Excess Fees” − Florida Statutes provide that the excess of the Property Appraiser’s fee 
revenue over expenditures is to be distributed to each governmental agency in the same proportion as the 
fees paid by the governmental agency bear to total fee income of the office. The amount of undistributed 
excess fees at the end of the fiscal year is reported as amounts due to the Board of County Commissioners 
and other governmental agencies. 

 
The County funds a major portion of the operating budgets of the County’s Constitutional Officers. The 
payments by the County to fund the operations of the Property Appraiser are recorded as a transfer out in 
the special purpose financial statements of the County, and as other financing sources in the special 
purpose financial statements of the Constitutional Officer. 
 
Repayments to the County are recorded as a reduction of transfers out in the special purpose financial 
statements of the Constitutional Officer and as a reduction of transfers out in the special purpose financial 
statements of the County. 

 
Use of Estimates − The preparation of special purpose financial statements is in conformity with US 
GAAP and requires management to make use of estimates that affect the reported amounts of assets 
and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities as of the date of the special purpose 
financial statements, and the reported amount of revenues and expenditures during the reporting 
period. Actual results could differ from estimates. 

 
2. Deposits and Investments 

 

Cash and Cash Equivalents − The carrying amount of the Property Appraiser’s cash deposit accounts 
was $289,600 as of September 30, 2020. The Property Appraiser’s cash deposits are held by financial 
institutions that qualifies as a public depository under the Florida Security for Public Deposits Act as 
required by Chapter 280, Florida Statutes. All of the Property Appraiser’s deposits are fully insured by 
the Public Deposit Trust Fund. 
 

  



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
PROPERTY APPRAISER 
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NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 

 

 

 
 
3. Capital Assets 

 
The tangible personal property used by the Property Appraiser is reported as capital assets in the statement 
of net assets as part of the County’s financial statements. Upon acquisition, such assets are recorded as 
expenditures in the general fund of the Property Appraiser and capitalized at cost in the capital assets 
accounts of the County. The Property Appraiser maintains custodial responsibility for the capital assets 
used by his office. 

 
4. Accounts Payable and Accrued Liabilities 

 
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities consist of third-party vendor payables, accrued payroll and 
related payroll taxes and benefits. 

 
5. Accumulated Compensated Absences 

 
The amount of vested accumulated compensated absences payable based upon the Property Appraiser’s 
annual leave and sick leave policy is reported as a liability in the statement of net assets in the County’s 
financial statements. The change in accumulated compensated absences during the year is as follows: 
 

  Balance 
October 1, 

2019 

 

Additions 

 

Reductions 

 Balance 
September 30, 

2020 
Accumulated 
compensated absences 

 
$264,867  $243,876  $221,145  $287,598 

 

The amount recorded represents vested annual Personal Time Off (PTO) vacation and old sick bank leave 
to employees in varying amounts. Employees may carry over a maximum of 480 PTO hours from one 
calendar year to the next. Payment of accrued PTO may be authorized at the employee’s current rate of 
pay if specific requirements are met. Upon termination of employment, employees are paid for accrued 
PTO time and, if applicable, one-third of the balance of old sick bank hours will be paid to employees 
with 6 or more years of continuous and creditable service in an established position in the Property 
Appraiser’s office. 

 
6. Post-Employment Benefits Other than Pensions 

 
The Board of County Commissioners offers post-retirement health care benefits and life insurance to all 
retired employees of the Property Appraiser’s Office and their dependents. Participating retirees are 
required to reimburse the Board of County Commissioners for 100% of the premium cost, which is 
netted against the premium payment, so that no net expense is initially recorded in the Board’s financial 
statements. However, these retirees are receiving an “implicit subsidy” because the premium is a group 
rate which includes active, lower cost employees. This implicit subsidy has a cost which under US GAAP 
is required to be disclosed in these special purpose financial statements. However, this annual cost, the 
accrued obligation, and other required disclosures have been calculated for the County as a whole, and 
not separately for the Property Appraiser’s Office. Accordingly, these calculations and disclosures can 
be found in the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report of the County. 
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
PROPERTY APPRAISER 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 

 

 

 
7. Retirement Plan 

 
The Marion County Property Appraiser participates in the Florida Retirement System for Pension 
Benefits. A detailed plan description and any liability for employees of the Marion County Property 
Appraiser are included in the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report of the County. 

 
8. Operating Leases 
 
The Property Appraiser has entered into thirteen 36 month leases for thirteen vehicles, one 60 month water 
system lease, one 60 month lease for six copiers, and one 60 month lease for a postage mailing system. 
Total rental expenditures for the year ended September 30, 2020, were $59,644.  

 
The following is a schedule by years of minimum future rentals on the noncancellable operating leases as 
of September, 30 2020. 
 

Year Ending September 30, 
2021 $             59,928 
2022 14,408 
2023 1,775 
2024 325 

 $             76,436 
 
9. Risk Management 
 
The Property Appraiser participates in the Marion County risk management program. The Board of 
County Commissioners maintains an Insurance Risk Management Internal Service Fund for workers’ 
compensation, general property and casualty and automobile claims. Payments to the Board for coverage 
are based on past experience of the amounts needed to pay current year claims. During the current year, 
the Property Appraiser remitted $443,241 to the Board for insurance coverage. Information regarding the 
program’s coverage, self-insurance reserves, and program administration can be found in the 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report of the County. 
 
10. Litigation 
 
From time to time, there are lawsuits pending against the Property Appraiser. These usually involve the 
valuation and assessment of real properties in the County and the denial of exemptions. The Property 
Appraiser and legal counsel are of the opinion that the outcome of these suits will not have a material 
adverse effect on the financial position of the Property Appraiser. 
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
PROPERTY APPRAISER 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Concluded)

 

 

 
11. Related Party Transaction 
 
The Property Appraiser and the Marion County Tax Collector entered into an annual security services 
agreement with the Marion County Sheriff during February 2019. The Property Appraiser’s expenditures 
for these services were $23,400 for the year ended September 30, 2020. 
 
12. Grant Activity 
 
The Property Appraiser expended and received reimbursements of $39,684 from the Board for qualified 
funds related to the CARES Act during the year ended September 30, 2020. 
 
13. Contingencies 
 
In March 2020, the World Health Organization declared the outbreak of a novel coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic. The outbreak of COVID-19 is affecting communities, business operations, as well as the US 
economy and financial markets. The full extent to which COVID-19 will impact the Property Appraiser 
is uncertain at this time and will depend on new information that may emerge concerning COVID-19 and 
the actions to contain and treat its impact and the economic impact on local, regional, national and 
international markets. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Required Supplementary Information 
 

 



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROPERTY APPRAISER

GENERAL FUND
SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES 

IN FUND BALANCE-BUDGET AND ACTUAL

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Revenues:
Charges for services:

Commissions $ 1,062,650   $ 1,062,650   $ 1,078,293   $ 15,643      
Grant revenue -                  -                  39,684        39,684      
Investment income -                  -                  78               78             

Total Revenues 1,062,650   1,062,650   1,118,055   55,405      

Expenditures:
Current:  

General government:
Salaries and benefits 3,850,056   3,962,609   3,833,972   128,637    
Operating expenditures 684,742      680,305      555,095      125,210    

Capital outlay -                  4,437          4,437          -                
Reserve for contingencies 116,671      5,000          -                  5,000        

Total Expenditures 4,651,469   4,652,351   4,393,504   258,847    

(Deficiency) Excess of Revenues
(Under) Over Expenditures (3,588,819)  (3,589,701)  (3,275,449)  314,252    

Other Financing Sources and Uses:
Operating transfers in - Board of County

Commissioners, net of excess budget fees 3,588,819   3,589,701   3,275,449   (314,252)   
Total Other Financing Sources and Uses 3,588,819   3,589,701   3,275,449   (314,252)   

Net Change in Fund Balance -                  -                  -                  -                

Fund Balance, October 1, 2019 -                  -                  -                  -                

Fund Balance, September 30, 2020 $ -                  $ -                  $ -                  $ -                

Original
Budgeted Amounts

Variance

Final Amounts Budget
Actual with Final

 12
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS 
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
 
 
Honorable Jimmy H. Cowan, Jr. 
Marion County Property Appraiser 
Marion County, Florida 
 
We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States 
of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the special purpose financial 
statements of the Marion County, Florida, Property Appraiser (the Property Appraiser) as of and 
for the year ended September 30, 2020, and the related notes to the special purpose financial 
statements, which collectively comprise the Property Appraiser’s special purpose financial 
statements, and have issued our report thereon dated March 10, 2021, which was modified to state 
that the special purpose financial statements are not intended to be a complete presentation of 
Marion County, Florida. 
 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
In planning and performing our audit of the special purpose financial statements, we considered 
the Property Appraiser’s internal control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for 
designing audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing 
our opinions on the special purpose financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an 
opinion on the effectiveness of the Property Appraiser’s internal control.  Accordingly, we do not 
express an opinion on the effectiveness of the Property Appraiser’s internal control. 
 
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, 
or detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis.  A material weakness is a deficiency, or a 
combination of deficiencies, in internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a 
material misstatement of the Property Appraiser’s special purpose financial statements will not be 
prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis.  A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or 
a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a material weakness, yet 
important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance. 
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Honorable Jimmy H. Cowan, Jr. 
Marion County Property Appraiser 
Marion County, Florida 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS 
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
(Concluded) 

 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting (Concluded) 
Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph 
of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be 
material weaknesses or, significant deficiencies and, therefore, material weaknesses or significant 
deficiencies may exist that were not identified.  Given these limitations, during our audit we did 
not identify any deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses.  
However, material weaknesses may exist that have not been identified. 
 
Compliance and Other Matters 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Property Appraiser’s special purpose 
financial statements are free from material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance 
with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant agreements, non-compliance with 
which could have a direct and material effect on the special purpose financial statements.  
However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our 
audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion.  The results of our tests disclosed no 
instances of non-compliance or other matters that are required to be reported under Government 
Auditing Standards. 
 
Purpose of this Report 
The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and 
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
Property Appraiser’s internal control or on compliance.  This report is an integral part of an audit 
performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the Property 
Appraiser’s internal control and compliance.  Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for 
any other purpose. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH  
SECTION 218.415, FLORIDA STATUTES 

 
Honorable Jimmy H. Cowan, Jr. 
Marion County Property Appraiser 
Marion County, Florida 
 
We have examined Marion County, Florida, Property Appraiser’s (the Property Appraiser) 
compliance with the requirements of Section 218.415, Florida Statutes, as of and for the year ended 
September 30, 2020, as required by Section 10.556(10)(a), Rules of the Auditor General.  
Management is responsible for the Property Appraiser’s compliance with those requirements.  Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on the Property Appraiser’s compliance based on our 
examination. 
 
Our examination was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  Those standards require that we plan and 
perform the examination to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the Property Appraiser 
complied, in all material respects, with the requirements referenced above.  An examination 
involves performing procedures to obtain evidence about whether the Property Appraiser complied 
with the specified requirements.  The nature, timing, and extent of procedures selected depend on 
our judgement, including an assessment of the risk of material non-compliance, whether due to 
fraud or error.  We believe that the evidence we obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a 
reasonable basis for our opinion.  
 
Our examination does not provide a legal determination on the Property Appraiser’s compliance 
with specified requirements. 
 
In our opinion, the Property Appraiser complied, in all material respects, with the aforementioned 
requirements for the year ended September 30, 2020. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing Committee, 
members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor 
General, the Property Appraiser, its management, and the Board of County Commissioners of 
Marion County, Florida, and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than 
these specified parties. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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MANAGEMENT LETTER 
 
 
Honorable Jimmy H. Cowan, Jr. 
Marion County Property Appraiser 
Marion County, Florida 
 
Report on the Special Purpose Financial Statements 
We have audited the special purpose financial statements of the general fund of the Marion County, 
Florida, Property Appraiser (the Property Appraiser) as of and for the year ended September 30, 
2020, and have issued our report thereon dated March 10, 2021, which was modified to state that 
the special purpose financial statements are not intended to be a complete presentation of Marion 
County, Florida. 
 
Auditor’s Responsibility 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and Chapter 10.550, Rules of 
the Auditor General. 
 
Other Reporting Requirements 
We have issued our Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting 
and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Special Purpose Financial Statements 
Performed in Accordance with Governmental Auditing Standards and Independent Accountant’s 
Report on an examination conducted in accordance with American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants Professional Standards, AT-C Section 315, regarding compliance requirements in 
accordance with Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General.  Disclosures in those reports, which 
are March 10, 2021, should be considered in conjunction with this management letter. 
 
Prior Audit Findings 
Section 10.554(1)(i)1., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we determine whether or not 
corrective actions have been taken to address findings and recommendations made in the preceding 
annual financial audit report.  There were no findings or recommendations in the preceding annual 
financial audit report. 
 
Official Title and Legal Authority 
Section 10.554(1)(i)4., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that the name or official title and 
legal authority for the primary government and each component unit of the reporting entity be 
disclosed in this management letter, unless disclosed in the notes to the special purpose financial 
statements (see Note 1 of the accompanying special purpose financial statements).  
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Honorable Jimmy H. Cowan, Jr. 
Marion County Property Appraiser 
Marion County, Florida 
 

MANAGEMENT LETTER 
(Concluded) 

 
Financial Management 
Section 10.554(1)(i)2., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we communicate any 
recommendations to improve financial management.  In connection with our audit, we did not 
have any such recommendations. 
 
Additional Matters 
Section 10.554(1)(i)3., Rules of Auditor General, requires us to communicate non-compliance with 
provisions of contracts or grant agreements, or abuse, that have occurred, or are likely to have 
occurred, that have an effect on the special purpose financial statements that is less than material 
but which warrants the attention of those charged with governance.  In connection with our audit, 
we did not have any such findings. 
 
Purpose of this Letter 
Our management letter is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing 
Committee, members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida 
Auditor General, the Property Appraiser, its management, and the Board of County 
Commissioners of Marion County, Florida, and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by 
anyone other than these specified parties. 
 
We wish to take this opportunity to thank you and your staff for the cooperation and courtesies 
extended to us during the course of our audit.  Please let us know if you have any questions or 
comments concerning this letter, our accompanying reports, or other matters. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 
 
Honorable Billy Woods 
Marion County Sheriff 
Marion County, Florida 

 
Report on the Special Purpose Financial Statements  
We have audited the accompanying special purpose financial statements of each major fund, and 
the aggregate remaining fund information of the Marion County, Florida, Sheriff (the Sheriff) as 
of and for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2020, and the related notes to the special purpose 
financial statements, which collectively comprise the Sheriff’s special purpose financial 
statements as listed in the table of contents. 
 
Management’s Responsibility for the Special Purpose Financial Statements 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these special purpose 
financial statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United 
States of America; this includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control 
relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of special purpose financial statements that are 
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
 
Auditor’s Responsibility  
Our responsibility is to express opinions on these special purpose financial statements based on 
our audit.  We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.  Those standards 
require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the special 
purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement.  
 
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and 
disclosures in the special purpose financial statements.  The procedures selected depend on the 
auditor’s judgment, including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the special 
purpose financial statements, whether due to fraud or error.  In making those risk assessments, the 
auditor considers internal control relevant to the Sheriff’s preparation and fair presentation of the 
special purpose financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the 
circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Sheriff’s 
internal control.  Accordingly, we express no such opinion.  An audit also includes evaluating the 
appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting 
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the special 
purpose financial statements. 
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Honorable Billy Woods 
Marion County Sheriff 
Marion County, Florida 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
(Continued) 

 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for our audit opinions.  
 
Opinions 
In our opinion, the special purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all 
material respects, the respective financial position of each major fund, and the aggregate remaining 
fund information of the Sheriff as of September 30, 2020, and the respective changes in financial 
position thereof, for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America. 
 
Emphasis of Matter  
As discussed in Note 1 to the special purpose financial statements, the special purpose financial 
statements referred to above were prepared solely for the purpose of complying with the Rules of 
the Auditor General (the Rules) of the State of Florida.  In conformity with the Rules, the 
accompanying special purpose financial statements are intended to present the financial position 
and changes in financial position of each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund 
information, only for that portion of the major funds, and the aggregate remaining fund 
information, of Marion County, Florida, that is attributable to the Sheriff.  They do not purport to, 
and do not, present fairly the financial position of Marion County, Florida, as of September 30, 
2020, and the changes in its financial position for the fiscal year then ended in conformity with 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.  Our opinion is not 
modified with respect to this matter. 
 
Other Matters 
 
Required Supplementary Information 
Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the 
budgetary comparison information, as listed in the table of contents, be presented to supplement 
the special purpose financial statements.  Such information, although not a part of the special 
purpose financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who 
considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the special purpose financial 
statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context.  We have applied certain 
limited procedures to the required supplementary information in accordance with auditing 
standards generally accepted in the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of 
management about the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for 
consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries, the special purpose financial 
statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the special purpose financial 
statements.  We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because 
the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide 
any assurance.  
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Honorable Billy Woods 
Marion County Sheriff 
Marion County, Florida 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
(Concluded) 

 
Other Matters (Concluded) 
 
Other Financial Information 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the special purpose financial 
statements that collectively comprise the Sheriff’s special purpose financial statements.  The other 
financial information, as listed in the table of contents, is presented for purposes of additional 
analysis and is not a required part of the special purpose financial statements.  The other financial 
information is the responsibility of management and was derived from, and relates directly to, the 
underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the special purpose financial statements.  
Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the special 
purpose financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and 
reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to 
prepare the special purpose financial statements or to the special purpose financial statements 
themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards general 
accepted in the United States of America.  In our opinion, the other financial information is fairly 
stated in all material respects in relation to the special purpose financial statements as a whole. 
 
Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated 
March 10, 2021, on our consideration of the Sheriff’s internal control over financial reporting and 
on our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant 
agreements, and other matters included under the heading Independent Auditor’s Report on 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an 
Audit of the Special Purpose Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with Government 
Auditing Standards.  The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal 
control over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide 
an opinion on internal control over financial reporting or on compliance.  That report is an integral 
part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the 
Sheriff’s internal control over financial reporting and compliance. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
SHERIFF

BALANCE SHEET
GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Cash and cash equivalents $ 4,898,162     $ 3,815,594     $ 8,713,756     
Due from Board of County Commissioners 243,443        104,571        348,014        
Accounts receivable 317,313        293,999        611,312        

Total Assets $ 5,458,918     $ 4,214,164     $ 9,673,082     

Liabilities 

Liabilities
Accounts payable $ 363,855        $ 228,387        $ 592,242        
Due to Board of County Commissioners 3,701,009     2,302,407     6,003,416     
Due to individuals 1,394,054     1,683,370     3,077,424     

Total Liabilities 5,458,918     4,214,164     9,673,082     

Fund Balance
Unassigned -                    -                    -                    

Total Fund Balance -                    -                    -                    

Total Liabilities and Fund Balance $ 5,458,918     $ 4,214,164     $ 9,673,082     

Assets MSTU FundsGeneral

Major Funds

Governmental
Total

See accompanying notes to financial statements.  4



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
SHERIFF

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND
CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Revenues:
Grant revenue $ 542,476          $ 129,285          $ 671,761          

Total Revenues 542,476          129,285          671,761          

Expenditures:
Current:

General government:
Salaries and benefits 2,612,127       -                      2,612,127       
Other operating 137,509          -                      137,509          

Public safety:
Salaries and benefits 29,604,646     38,114,432     67,719,078     
Other operating 16,269,013     6,011,038       22,280,051     

Total operating expenditures 48,623,295     44,125,470     92,748,765     
Capital outlay 910,716          1,460,351       2,371,067       

Total Expenditures 49,534,011     45,585,821     95,119,832     

Deficiency of Revenues
Under Expenditures (48,991,535)   (45,456,536)   (94,448,071)   

Other Financing Sources:
Operating transfers in - Board of

County Commissioners,
net of excess budget fees 48,991,535     45,456,536     94,448,071     

Total Other Financing Sources 48,991,535     45,456,536     94,448,071     

Net Change in Fund Balance -                      -                      -                      

Fund Balance, October 1, 2019 -                      -                      -                      

Fund Balance, September 30, 2020 $ -                      $ -                      $ -                      

Total

Funds
 Governmental 

Major Funds

General MSTU

See accompanying notes to financial statements.  5



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
SHERIFF

STATEMENT OF FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES - 
ALL AGENCY FUNDS

SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Cash $ 1,659,963      
Due from individuals 80,337           
Due from other governmental funds 6                    

Total Assets $ 1,740,306      

Due to Board of County Commissioners $ 79,015           
Due to individuals 47,341           
Due to others 1,565,869      
Due to other governmental funds 48,081           

Total Liabilities $ 1,740,306      

Assets

Liabilities

See accompanying notes to financial statements.  6



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
SHERIFF 
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NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 
 
1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 

 
The following is a summary of the significant accounting principles and policies used in the preparation of these 
special purpose financial statements. 

 
Reporting Entity — The Marion County, Florida, Sheriff (the Sheriff) is an elected constitutional officer as 
provided by the Constitution of the State of Florida. The Sheriff’s budget is submitted to the Marion County Board 
of County Commissioners (the Board) for approval. The Board appropriates and distributes to the Sheriff on a 
monthly basis funds necessary to operate the Sheriff’s office. Any excess of appropriations received from the 
Board over actual expenditures for any fiscal year is required to be returned to the Board after the end of the fiscal 
year. 

 
For financial reporting purposes, the Sheriff is deemed to be a part of the primary government of Marion 
County, Florida (the County), and therefore, is included as such in the Marion County, Florida, Comprehensive 
Annual Financial Report. 

 
Basis of Presentation — These special purpose financial statements include all the funds and accounts of the 
Sheriff’s office, but are not intended to be a complete presentation of the County as a whole. Except for this matter, 
they are otherwise in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America 
(US GAAP). The accompanying special purpose financial statements were prepared for the purpose of complying 
with Section 218.39, Florida Statutes, and Section 10.557, Rules of the Auditor General – Local Governmental 
Entity Audits. 

 
Governmental fund balances are classified either as nonspendable or as spendable. Spendable fund balances are 
further classified below in a hierarchy based on the extent to which there are external and internal constraints on 
the spending of these fund balances. 

 
Nonspendable fund balance – include amounts that cannot be spent because they are not in spendable form or 
legally or contractually required to be maintained intact. Nonspendable in governmental fund types are for 
inventories and prepaid items. 

 
Restricted fund balance – include amounts that can be spent only for the specific purposes stipulated by external 
resources providers either constitutionally or through enabling legislation. Examples include grants and impact 
fees. 

 
Committed fund balance – include amounts that can be only used for the specific purpose determined by a 
formal action of the government’s highest level of decision-making authority. Commitments may be changed or 
lifted only by the government taking the same formal action that imposed the constraint originally. 

 
Assigned fund balance – include amounts intended to be used by the government for specific purposes. Intent 
can be expressed by the governing body or by an official or body to which the governing body delegates the 
authority. In governmental funds other than the general fund, assigned fund balance represents the amount that 
is not restricted or committed. This indicates that the resources in other governmental funds are, at a minimum 
intended to be used for the purpose of that fund. 
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
SHERIFF 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 

 

 

 
 
1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 

 
Unassigned fund balance – is the residual classification of the general fund only and includes all amounts not 
contained in other classifications. Unassigned amounts are available for any purpose. 

 
The Sheriff utilizes the following fund types: 

 
Governmental Funds: 

 
● Major Funds 

 
● The General Fund — The general fund, is used to account for all financial resources of the Sheriff, 

except for those transactions which are accounted for in another fund. 
 

● Municipal Services Taxing Unit Fund — The MSTU fund is used to account for the proceeds of 
specific revenue sources that are legally restricted to expenditures for specific purposes. 

 
Fiduciary Funds: 

 
● Agency Funds — The agency funds are used to account for assets received and held by the Sheriff as an 

agent for individuals, governmental agencies and other public organizations. Agency funds are custodial in 
nature and do not involve measurement of changes in financial position. 

 
Basis of Accounting — Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the 
accounts and reported in the special purpose financial statements. Basis of accounting refers to the timing of 
the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. 

 
Governmental and Agency funds are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the 
modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when they become both measurable and available 
to finance expenditures of the current period. The appropriations from the Board are the primary revenue 
source considered to be susceptible to accrual. Expenditures are recognized when the related fund liability is 
incurred. 

 
The Sheriff considers receivables collected within 30 days after year-end to be available and recognizes them as 
revenues of the current year. 
 
Measurement Focus — The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to the capital assets and long- 
term liabilities associated with a fund are determined by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are 
accounted for on a spending or “financial flow” measurement focus. This means that generally, only current 
assets and current liabilities are included in the balance sheet. Governmental fund operating statements present 
increases (revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (expenditures and other financing uses) in net 
current assets. Accordingly, they present a summary of sources and uses of “available spendable resources” 
during a period. 
 

 

  



9 

MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
SHERIFF 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 

 

 

 
 
1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 

 
 
Cash and Cash Equivalents — All funds participate in the Sheriff’s pooled cash and investment program. Each 
fund’s equity in the Sheriff’s investment pool is considered to be a cash equivalent since the funds can deposit or 
effectively withdraw cash at any time without prior notice or penalty. 

 
Capital Assets — Capital assets, which include vehicles and equipment, are recorded as capital outlay expenditures 
in the Governmental Funds at the time goods are received and a liability is incurred. These assets are then 
capitalized at cost in the statement of net assets as part of the basic financial statements of the County (statement 
of net assets). Capital assets acquired under capital leases are capitalized at cost in the statement of net assets at 
the time the assets are received. Donated and confiscated capital assets are recorded in the statement of net 
assets at fair value at the time received. Capital assets are depreciated using the straight-line method over three to 
seven years. The depreciation expense is recorded in the statement of activities as part of the basic financial 
statements of the County. 

 
Compensated Absences — It is the Sheriff’s policy to permit employees to accumulate a limited amount of leave 
hours which will be paid to employees upon separation from County service. In the governmental funds, only the 
amounts that would be liquidated with expendable available resources are accrued as current year expenditures. 
Compensated absences liabilities that exceed this amount are reported as a liability in the County’s basic financial 
statements. 

 
Appropriations From the Board of County Commissioners and Refund of Excess Fees — The County funds 
the majority of the operations of the Sheriff. The payments by the County to fund the operations of the Sheriff 
are recorded as a transfer out in the basic financial statements of the County, and as other financing sources in 
the special purpose financial statements of the Constitutional Officer.  

 
The Board requires that the excess of the County appropriations (and other revenues) over expenditures be returned 
to the Board at the end of the fiscal year. Repayments to the County are recorded as a reduction in other 
financing sources in the special purpose financial statements of the Constitutional Officer and as a reduction 
of transfers out in the basic financial statements of the County. The amount of undistributed excess appropriations 
at the end of the fiscal year is reported as amounts due the Board of County Commissioners. 

 
Use of Estimates — The preparation of special purpose financial statements is in conformity with US GAAP 
and requires management to make use of estimates that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and 
disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities as of the date of the special purpose financial statements, and the 
reported amount of revenues and expenditures during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from 
estimates. 

 
 
2. Budgetary Process 

 
On or before June 1 of each year, the Sheriff submits a tentative budget for the ensuing fiscal year to the Board. The 
budget of the general fund is then adopted in the same manner as the budget of the Board. 

 
A budget is legally adopted for the general fund and the MSTU fund and is on a basis consistent with US GAAP. 
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
SHERIFF 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 

 

 

 
2. Budgetary Process (concluded) 
 
Budgetary control is exercised at the expenditure classification level (personal services, operating expenditures, and 
capital outlay). Budgetary changes within expenditure classification are made at the discretion of the Sheriff. 

 
3. Deposits and Investments 

 
Cash and Cash Equivalents — At September 30, 2020, the carrying amount of the Sheriff’s cash deposit accounts 
was $10,373,719. The Sheriff’s cash deposits are held by a bank that qualifies as a public depository under the 
Florida Security for Public Deposits Act as required by Chapter 280, Florida Statutes. All of the Sheriff’s deposits 
are fully insured by the Public Deposit Trust Fund. 

 
Evidence Fund Account — The Sheriff’s policy is to deposit cash received into evidence in an account at 
SunTrust Bank. The Evidence Fund account balance at September 30, 2020, was $489,411. Included in the 
Evidence Fund balance is accrued interest of $4,009 due to the Board at September 30, 2020. These balances 
are not included in the balance sheet and not included above. 

 
4. Capital Assets 

 
The tangible personal property used by the Sheriff in its governmental fund operations, is reported as capital assets 
in the statement of net assets as part of the basic financial statements of the County. Upon acquisition, such assets 
are recorded as expenditures in the governmental fund types of the Sheriff and capitalized at cost in the capital 
asset accounts of the County. The Sheriff maintains recordkeeping and custodial responsibility for certain tangible 
capital assets used by his office. Information on vehicles and equipment used in the operations of the Sheriff’s 
office are presented below. 
 

  October 1, 
2019  Increase  Decrease  

September 
30, 2020 

Vehicle and equipment  $     46,430,293  $      5,873,505  $      (2,883,524)  $     49,420,274 
Accumulated depreciation  (25,332,578)        (6,483,477)         2,746,986      (29,069,069) 

Capital assets, net 
 

$     21,097,715  $       (609,972)  $         (136,538)  $     20,351,205 
 
 
The Sheriff’s administration and operations buildings, fleet facility, and jail are provided by the Board to the 
Sheriff at no cost.  

 
The Board transferred vehicles, radios, and capital asset accessories totaling $3,064,176 to the Sheriff during the 
year ended September 30, 2020. These capital assets were purchased by the Board using the $0.01 sales tax 
proceeds. These assets are included in the increase in vehicle and equipment from the preceding table. 

 
Total depreciation expense reported in the financial statements of the County for Sheriff’s capital assets for the 
year ended September 30, 2020, was $6,483,477. 
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
SHERIFF 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 

 

 

2021 $                136,699 
2022 87,416 
2023 52,696 
2024 23,231 
2025 18,015 
 

$                318,057 
 

 
 
5. Accounts Payable 

 
Accounts payable balances in the general, MSTU and agency funds are primarily payable to third-party 
vendors for goods received and services rendered. 

 
6. Operating Leases 

 
The Sheriff has several non-cancelable leases for office equipment, vehicles, and leases on substations. Total 
rental expenditures under operating lease contracts for the year ended September 30, 2020, were $150,324. 

 
The following is a schedule by years of minimum future rentals on non-cancelable operating leases: 

 
Year Ending September 30, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Marion County Sheriff’s Foundation 

 
The Marion County Sheriff’s Office Foundation, Inc. (the Foundation) was formed on June 18, 2008, to serve 
as a non-profit support organization for the Marion County Sheriff’s office. Funds generated by the Foundation 
are used to support the mission of the Marion County Sheriff’s office. They assist in funding community outreach 
programs, volunteer programs, and specialty units including the K-9 unit, underwater recovery unit, the mounted 
unit, and SWAT teams. The authorized use of funds includes but is not limited to fuel, supplies, clothing or any 
items of maintenance or support, technology or equipment for use by Marion County Sheriff’s office employees 
or volunteers, or other outreach programs. 

 
The Foundation’s unaudited financial information for the year ended September 30, 2020, included receipts of 
$268,521, disbursements of $245,305, and total net assets for the period ended September 30, 2020, of $287,456. 
Their most recent fiscal year end is September 30, 2020. The Foundation has filed its required federal information 
tax return for 2020. 

 
The Foundation is not fiscally dependent upon the Sheriff and no employee of the Sheriff is a voting member of 
the Board. The activity of the Foundation since inception is not material and exclusion of their financial information 
is not deemed to be misleading to the special purpose financial statements of the Sheriff. Expenditures of the 
Foundation have been focused on community outreach and volunteer activities. Therefore, the net assets, 
receipts, and disbursements of the Foundation have not been included in the Sheriff’s special purpose financial 
statements. 
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
SHERIFF 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 

 

 

 
 
8. Health Services Agreement 

 
The Sheriff entered into a health care services agreement with Ocala Community Care (Ocala Community Care), 
Incorporated, a Florida not-for-profit corporation on January 3, 2008. Ocala Community Care began providing 
health care services for inmates in the custody of the Marion County Jail on January 2, 2008. The term of the 
agreement was through September 30, 2020, with minimum scheduled payments totaling $6,254,500 for the period 
of October 1, 2019 through September 30, 2020. Total expenditures under this agreement for the year ended 
September 30, 2020, were $4,303,483. The Board of Directors of Ocala Community Care resolved to cease 
operations of the organization during January 2020. Transition of the services provided by Ocala Community Care 
to Heart of Florida, a non-for-profit organization, occurred on April 18, 2020. Total expenditures under the Heart 
of Florida agreement for the year ended September 30, 2020, were $3,558,527. The total sum of $7,973,673 will 
be paid in monthly installments to Heart of Florida for the period ended September 30, 2021. The agreement shall 
automatically renew with Heart of Florida for successive periods of one year, although the agreement may be 
cancelled without cause, by either party, upon ninety days prior written notice. 

 
9. Commissary Network Agreement 

 
The Sheriff entered into an agreement with Keefe Supply Company and its affiliate Keefe Commissary Network, 
Inc. (Keefe) on March 27, 2007. This agreement was effective beginning March 27, 2007, and continued in effect 
for a period of three years from the date of execution. The agreement automatically renews for successive one 
year terms thereafter, unless either party to the agreement gives notice of termination in writing to the other party 
on or prior to 30 days to the expiration of any term or extended term of the agreement. 

 
The Sheriff entered into an agreement with Securus Technologies on September 23, 2008. This agreement was 
amended to extend the term of the agreement to May 2018. The agreement renewed during May 2018 for two 
additional years or when either party gives notice of termination in writing to the other party on or prior to 10 days 
with cause or 30 days without cause.  

 
Keefe will supply food and other commissary supplies and facilitate the ordering of same and the payments 
received for the supplies from the inmates. The Sheriff will be paid a service fee for the services provided 
equal to 33% of adjusted gross sales. Securus will provide telecommunication services to inmates and visitors. 
The Sheriff will be paid a service fee for the services provided equal to 60.5% of adjusted gross sales. Adjusted 
gross sales are gross sales less certain non-commissioned items as listed in the agreement. The total received 
under these agreements for the period ended September 30, 2020, net of related expenditures, was $177,204. 

 
 
10. Retirement Plan 

 
The Sheriff participates in the Florida Retirement System for Pension Benefits. A detailed plan description and any 
liability for employees of the Marion County Sheriff are included in the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 
of the County. 

 



13 

MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
SHERIFF

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 

 

 

 
 
11. Accumulated Compensated Absences 

 
Employees earn vacation and sick leave based upon length of employment. The Sheriff’s financial obligation 
for unused compensated absences is reported as a liability in the statement of net assets of the County. That liability 
consists of three components: 

 
     100% of earned, but unused vacation leave. 
     25% of earned, but unused sick leave, for employees with greater than ten years of service not to exceed 

payment for more than 500 hours per employee. 
    25% of earned, but unused sick leave, for employees with greater than ten years of service may be taken 

as paid leave in the year of retirement. 
    100% of earned, but unused compensatory leave.  

 

The following is a summary of changes in the compensated absences liability during fiscal year 2020: 
 
  October 1, 

2019  Increase  Decrease  
September 

30, 2020 
Accumulated 
compensated absences 

 
$  12,282,241  $  7,588,363  $  (6,969,776)  $  12,900,828 

 
12. Post Employment Benefits Other Than Pensions (OPEB) 

The Board offers post-retirement health care benefits and life insurance to all retired employees of the Sheriff’s 
office and their dependents. Participating retirees are required to reimburse the Board for 100% of the premium 
cost of life insurance and 100%, less a subsidy, for health insurance, which is netted against the premium payment, 
so that no net expense for life insurance and only the subsidy expense is initially recorded in the Board’s financial 
statements. However, these retirees are additionally receiving an “implicit subsidy” because the premium is a group 
rate which includes active, lower cost employees. This implicit subsidy has a cost which under US GAAP is 
required to be disclosed in these financial statements, beginning with the current fiscal year. The retiree subsidy is 
in the form of a credit of $5.00 per month for each year worked, not to exceed $150.00 per month for the cost of 
health insurance net of the Florida Retirement System’s health insurance subsidy. The subsidy is only available 
until the retiree becomes Medicare eligible.  
 
The total health insurance subsidy provided to retirees during the year ended September 30, 2020, was $105,942. 
The annual cost, accrued obligation, and other required disclosures have been calculated for the County as a whole, 
and not separately for the Sheriff’s Office. Accordingly, these calculations and disclosures can be found in the 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report of the County.



14 

MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
SHERIFF 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Concluded) 

 

 

 
 
13. Risk Management 

 
The Sheriff participates in the Marion County risk management program. The Board maintains an Insurance Risk 
Management Internal Service Fund for dental, dependent care and medical reimbursement, health insurance 
payments, long term disability, life insurance, and vision insurances. Payments to the Board for coverage are based 
on past experience of the amounts needed to pay current year claims. During the current year, the Sheriff remitted 
$9,714,066 to the Board for insurance coverage. Information regarding the program’s coverage, self-insurance 
reserves, and program administration can be found in the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report of the County 
for the year ended September 30, 2020. 
 
The Marion County Sheriff’s office participates in the Florida Sheriffs Workers’ Compensation Self Insurance 
Fund (FSWCSIF). The FSWCSIF was established in 2002 for the purpose of providing its members workers’ 
compensation insurance, general property, casualty, automobile, and watercraft claims and was formed pursuant 
to and in full compliance with the requirements of Section 624.4622, Florida Statutes. The FSWCSIF is 
governed by a Board of Managers consisting of seven member sheriffs elected from the pool of participating 
members. Hunt Insurance Group, LLC serves as administrator to the FSWCSIF performing such functions as 
underwriting, rating and policy servicing. North American Risk Services (NARS) serves as claims administrator to 
the FSWCSIF. Workers’ Compensation claims are received, processed, and paid by NARS on behalf of the 
FSWCSIF. The Marion County Sheriff’s office exercises no control over the activities of the FSWCSIF. During 
the current year, the Sheriff remitted $1,799,363 to the FSWCSIF for workers’ compensation insurance coverage 
and $1,273,359 for all other coverage.  

 
14. Fund Expenditures Detail 

 
The following is a schedule of the Sheriff’s expenditures by budget for the year ended September 30, 2020: 

 

 Account     Emergency 
 Description           Regular             MSTU                   Jail               Bailiff           Management          Totals     

  

Salaries & $7,001,050 $38,114,432 $22,195,872 $2,612,127 $407,724 $70,331,205 
Benefits            

Other Operating     2,191,372 6,011,038 13,816,797 137,509 
 

     260,844 22,417,560 

Capital Outlay 390,181 1,460,351      262,784 122,384    135,367 2,371,067 

 
Totals $9,582,603 

 

$45,585,821 

 

$36,275,453 

 

$2,872,020 $803,935 $95,119,832 
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
SHERIFF 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Concluded) 

 

 

 
 

15. Litigation 
 

The Sheriff is involved as a defendant or plaintiff in certain litigation and claims arising from the ordinary 
course of operations. It is at least possible that the ultimate liability for known and unknown claims existing at the 
balance sheet date may be material. However, it is presumed any significant judgments against the Sheriff would 
be settled by the Marion County, Florida Board of County Commissioners. Accordingly, no contingent liabilities 
have been accrued in the accompanying special purpose financial statements. 
 
16. Grant Activity 
 
The Sheriff expended and received reimbursements of $671,761 from the Board for qualified funds related to the 
CARES Act during the year ended September 30, 2020. 
 
17. Related Party Transactions 
 
The Sheriff entered into an annual security services agreements with the Marion County Property Appraiser, 
Marion County Tax Collected and Board of County Commissioners during the year ended September 30, 2020. 
The Sheriff was reimbursed $166,900 for providing these services during the year ended September 30, 2020. 
 
The Sheriff uses the Marion County Solid Waste Disposal Department pick-up and trash removal services. The 
Sheriff’s expenditures for these services were $28,606 for the year ended September 30, 2020. 
 
18. Contingencies 
 
In March 2020, the World Health Organization declared the outbreak of a novel coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic. The outbreak of COVID-19 is affecting communities, business operations, as well as the US economy 
and financial markets. The full extent to which COVID-19 will impact the Sheriff is uncertain at this time and will 
depend on new information that may emerge concerning COVID-19 and the actions to contain and treat its impact 
and the economic impact on local, regional, national and international markets. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Required Supplementary Information 



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
SHERIFF

GENERAL FUND
SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND

CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET AND ACTUAL

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Grant Revenue $ -                    $ 542,476        $ 542,476        $ -                    

Expenditures:
Current:

General government:
Salaries and benefits 3,074,880     2,702,228     2,612,127     90,101          
Operating expenditures 121,972        154,147        137,509        16,638          

Public safety:
Salaries and benefits 31,596,101   31,250,815   29,604,646   1,646,169     
Other operating 14,795,326   16,907,706   16,269,013   638,693        

Total operating expenditures 49,588,279   51,014,896   48,623,295   2,391,601     
Capital outlay 116,339        1,097,634     910,716        186,918        
Reserved for contingencies 285,846        -                    -                    -                    

Total Expenditures 49,990,464   52,112,530   49,534,011   2,578,519     

Deficiency of Revenues
Under Expenditures (49,990,464) (51,570,054) (48,991,535) 2,578,519     

Other Financing Sources:
Operating transfers in - Board

of County Commissioners,
net of excess budget fees 49,990,464   51,570,054   48,991,535   (2,578,519)   

Total Other Financing
Sources 49,990,464   51,570,054   48,991,535   (2,578,519)   

Net Change in Fund Balance -                    -                    -                    -                    

Fund Balance, October 1, 2019 -                    -                    -                    -                    

Fund Balance, September 30, 2020 $ -                    $ -                    $ -                    $ -                    

See accompanying notes to financial statements.

Original
Budgeted Amounts Actual

Budget

Variance

Final Amounts
with Final
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
SHERIFF

MSTU FUND
SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND

CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET AND ACTUAL

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Grant Revenue $ -                    $ 129,285        $ 129,285        $ -                    

Expenditures:
Current:

Public safety:
Salaries and benefits 39,529,320   39,420,335   38,114,432   1,305,903     
Other operating 5,900,200     6,234,248     6,011,038     223,210        

45,429,520   45,654,583   44,125,470   1,529,113     
Capital outlay 57,007          1,642,322     1,460,351     181,971        
Reserved for contingencies 211,975        -                    -                    -                    

Total Expenditures 45,698,502   47,296,905   45,585,821   1,711,084     

Deficiency of Revenues
Under Expenditures (45,698,502) (47,167,620) (45,456,536) 1,711,084     

Other Financing Sources:
Operating transfers in - Board

of County Commissioners,
net of excess budget fees 45,698,502   47,167,620   45,456,536   (1,711,084)   

Total Other Financing
Sources 45,698,502   47,167,620   45,456,536   (1,711,084)   

Net Change in Fund Balance -                    -                    -                    -                    

Fund Balance, October 1, 2019 -                    -                    -                    -                    

Fund Balance, September 30, 2020 $ -                    $ -                    $ -                    $ -                    

See accompanying notes to financial statements.

Total operating expenditures

Final
Actual

AmountsOriginal
Budgeted Amounts

Variance
with Final

Budget
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
SHERIFF

COMBINING STATEMENT OF FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES - 
ALL AGENCY FUNDS

SEPTEMBER 30, 2020
 

Individual Inmate Inmate Work
Depositor General Canteen Release

Assets Fund Fund Fund Fund Totals

Assets
Cash 19,762$      104,763$    1,535,438$ -$                1,659,963$  
Due from individuals -                  -                  80,337        -                  80,337         
Due from other 
 governmental funds -                  -                  6                 -                  6                  

Total Assets 19,762$      104,763$    1,615,781$ -$                1,740,306$  

Liabilities
Due to Board of 
 County Commissioners 16,762$      62,253$      -$                -$                79,015$       
Due to individuals 3,000          42,504        1,837          -                  47,341         
Due to others -                  -                  1,565,869   -                  1,565,869    
Due to other 
 governmental funds -                  6                 48,075        -                  48,081         

Total Liabilities 19,762$      104,763$    1,615,781$ -$                1,740,306$  

Liabilities
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
SHERIFF

COMBINING STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES -
ALL AGENCY FUNDS

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Balance Balance
October 1, September 30,

2019 Additions Deductions 2020
INMATE GENERAL FUND

Assets
Cash 65,692$      1,704,758$ 1,665,687$ 104,763$        

Liabilities

Due to Board of County Commissioners 43,823$      641,683$    623,253$    62,253$          
Due to individuals 21,820        1,062,710   1,042,026   42,504            
Due to other governmental funds 49               365             408             6                     
Total Liabilities 65,692$      1,704,758$ 1,665,687$ 104,763$        

INMATE CANTEEN FUND

Assets

Cash 1,241,197$ 1,549,870$ 1,255,629$ 1,535,438$     
Due from individuals 96,130        80,337        96,130        80,337            
Due from other governmental funds 49               365             408             6                     
Total Assets 1,337,376$ 1,630,572$ 1,352,167$ 1,615,781$     

Liabilities

Due to others 1,334,982$ 1,031,234$ 800,347$    1,565,869$     
Due to individuals 1,441          425,125      424,729      1,837              
Due to other governmental funds 953             174,213      127,091      48,075            
Total Liabilities 1,337,376$ 1,630,572$ 1,352,167$ 1,615,781$     
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
SHERIFF

COMBINING STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES -
ALL AGENCY FUNDS

(Concluded)

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Balance Balance
October 1, September 30,

2019 Additions Deductions 2020
INMATE WORK RELEASE FUND

Assets
Cash -$                -$                -$                -$                    

Liabilities

Due to Board of County Commissioners -$                -$                -$                -$                    
Due to individuals -                  -                  -                  -                      
Total Liabilities -$                -$                -$                -$                    

INDIVIDUAL DEPOSITOR FUND

Assets
Cash 28,721$      226,398$    235,357$    19,762$          

Liabilities

Due to Board of County Commissioners 25,721$      200,110$    209,069$    16,762$          
Due to individuals 3,000          26,288        26,288        3,000              
Total Liabilities 28,721$      226,398$    235,357$    19,762$          

TOTALS ALL AGENCY FUNDS

Assets

Cash 1,335,610$ 3,481,026$ 3,156,673$ 1,659,963$     
Due from individuals 96,130        80,337        96,130        80,337            
Due from other governmental funds 49               365             408             6                     
Total Assets 1,431,789$ 3,561,728$ 3,253,211$ 1,740,306$     

Liabilities

Due to Board of County Commissioners 69,544$      841,793$    832,322$    79,015$          
Due to individuals 26,261        1,514,123   1,493,043   47,341            
Due to others 1,334,982   1,031,234   800,347      1,565,869       
Due to other governmental funds 1,002          174,578      127,499      48,081            
Total Liabilities 1,431,789$ 3,561,728$ 3,253,211$ 1,740,306$     
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS 
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
 
 

Honorable Billy Woods 
Marion County Sheriff 
Marion County, Florida 
 
We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States 
of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the special purpose financial 
statements of the Marion County, Florida, Sheriff (the Sheriff) as of and for the year ended 
September 30, 2020, and the related notes to the special purpose financial statements, which 
collectively comprise the Sheriff’s special purpose financial statements, and have issued our report 
thereon dated March 10, 2021, which was modified to state that the special purpose financial 
statements are not intended to be a complete presentation of Marion County, Florida. 
 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the Sheriff’s 
internal control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for designing audit procedures 
that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the special 
purpose financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness 
of the Sheriff’s internal control.  Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness 
of the Sheriff’s internal control. 
 
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to 
prevent, or detect and correct misstatements on a timely basis.  A material weakness is a 
deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control, such that there is a reasonable 
possibility that a material misstatement of the Sheriff’s special purpose financial statements will 
not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis.  A significant deficiency is a 
deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a material 
weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance.  
 
Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph 
of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be 
material weaknesses or significant deficiencies.  Given these limitations, during our audit we did 
not identify any deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses.  
However, material weaknesses may exist that have not been identified. 
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Honorable Billy Woods 
Marion County Sheriff 
Marion County, Florida 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS 
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
(Concluded) 

 
Compliance and Other Matters 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Sheriff’s special purpose financial 
statements are free from material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant agreements, non-compliance with which could 
have a direct and material effect on the special purpose financial statements.  However, providing 
an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, 
we do not express such an opinion.  The results of our tests disclosed no instances of non-
compliance or other matters that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. 
 
Purpose of this Report 
The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and 
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of 
the Sheriff’s internal control or on compliance.  This report is an integral part of an audit 
performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the Sheriff’s 
internal control and compliance.  Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other 
purpose. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH 
SECTION 218.415, FLORIDA STATUTES 

 
Honorable Billy Woods 
Marion County Sheriff 
Marion County, Florida 
 
We have examined Marion County, Florida, Sheriff’s (the Sheriff) compliance with the 
requirements of Section 218.415, Florida Statutes, as of and for the year ended September 30, 
2020, as required by Section 10.556(10)(a), Rules of the Auditor General.  Management is 
responsible for the Sheriff’s compliance with those requirements.  Our responsibility is to express 
an opinion on the Sheriff’s compliance based on our examination. 
 
Our examination was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and, accordingly, included examining, on a 
test basis, evidence about the Sheriff’s compliance with those requirements and performing such 
other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances.  We believe that our 
examination provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.  Our examination does not provide a 
legal determination on the Sheriff’s compliance with specified requirements. 
 
In our opinion, the Sheriff complied, in all material respects, with the aforementioned 
requirements for the year ended September 30, 2020. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing Committee, 
members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor 
General, the Sheriff, its management, and the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County, 
Florida, and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than these specified 
parties. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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MANAGEMENT LETTER 
 
 
Honorable Billy Woods 
Marion County Sheriff 
Marion County, Florida 
 
Report on the Special Purpose Financial Statements 
We have audited the special purpose financial statements of the Marion County, Florida, Sheriff 
(the Sheriff) as of and for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2020, and have issued our report 
thereon dated March 10, 2021, which was modified to state that the special purpose financial 
statements are not intended to be a complete presentation of Marion County, Florida. 
 
Auditor’s Responsibility 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and Chapter 10.550, Rules of 
the Auditor General. 
 
Other Reporting Requirements 
We have issued our Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting 
and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on Audit of Special Purpose Financial Statements 
Performed in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards and Independent Accountant’s 
Report on an examination conducted in accordance with American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants Professional Standards, AT-C Section 315, regarding compliance requirements in 
accordance with Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General.  Disclosures in those reports, which 
are dated March 10, 2021, should be considered in conjunction with this management letter. 
 
Prior Audit Findings 
Section 10.554(1)(i)1., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we determine whether or 
not corrective actions have been taken to address findings and recommendations made in the 
preceding annual financial audit report.  There were no findings or recommendations in the 
preceding annual financial audit report. 
 
Official Title and Legal Authority  
Section 10.554(1)(i)4., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that the name or official title and 
legal authority for the primary government and each component unit of the reporting entity be 
disclosed in this management letter, unless disclosed in the notes to the financial statements (see 
Note 1 of the accompanying financial statements).  
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Honorable Billy Woods 
Marion County Sheriff 
Marion County, Florida 
 

MANAGEMENT LETTER 
(Concluded) 

 
Financial Management 
Section 10.554(1)(i)2., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we communicate any 
recommendations to improve financial management.  In connection with our audit, we did not 
have any such recommendations. 
 
Additional Matters 
Section 10.554(1)(i)3., Rules of the Auditor General, requires us to communicate non-compliance 
with provisions of contracts or grant agreements, or abuse, that have occurred, or are likely to have 
occurred, that have an effect on the special purpose financial statements that is less than material, 
but which warrants the attention of those charged with governance.  In connection with our audit, 
we did not note any such findings. 
 
Purpose of this Letter 
Our management letter is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing 
Committee, members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida 
Auditor General, Federal and other granting agencies, the Sheriff, its management, and the Board 
of County Commissioners of Marion County, Florida, and is not intended to be, and should not be, 
used by anyone other than these specified parties. 
 
We wish to take this opportunity to thank you and your staff for the cooperation and courtesies 
extended to us during the course of our audit.  Please let us know if you have any questions or 
comments concerning this letter, our accompanying reports, or other matters. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 
 
Honorable Wesley Wilcox 
Marion County Supervisor of Elections 
Marion County, Florida 
 
Report on the Special Purpose Financial Statements  
We have audited the accompanying special purpose financial statements of the general fund of the 
Marion County, Florida, Supervisor of Elections (the Supervisor of Elections) as of and for the 
fiscal year ended September 30, 2020, and the related notes to the special purpose financial 
statements, which collectively comprise the Supervisor of Elections’ special purpose financial 
statements, as listed in the table of contents. 
 
Management’s Responsibility for the Special Purpose Financial Statements 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these special purpose 
financial statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United 
States of America; this includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control 
relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of special purpose financial statements that are 
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
 
Auditor’s Responsibility  
Our responsibility is to express opinions on these special purpose financial statements based on 
our audit.  We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.  Those standards 
require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the special 
purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement.  
 
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and 
disclosures in the special purpose financial statements.  The procedures selected depend on the 
auditor’s judgment, including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the special 
purpose financial statements, whether due to fraud or error.  In making those risk assessments, the 
auditor considers internal control relevant to the Supervisor of Elections’ preparation and fair 
presentation of the special purpose financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the Supervisor of Elections’ internal control.  Accordingly, we express no such 
opinion.  An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the 
reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the 
overall presentation of the special purpose financial statements. 
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Honorable Wesley Wilcox 
Marion County Supervisor of Elections 
Marion County, Florida 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
(Continued) 

 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for our audit opinions.  
 
Opinions 
In our opinion, the special purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all 
material respects, the respective financial position of the general fund of the Supervisor of 
Elections as of September 30, 2020, and the respective changes in financial position thereof for 
the fiscal year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the 
United States of America. 
 
Emphasis of Matter  
As discussed in Note 1 to the special purpose financial statements, the special purpose financial 
statements referred to above were prepared solely for the purpose of complying with the Rules of 
the Auditor General (the Rules) of the State of Florida.  In conformity with the Rules, the 
accompanying financial statements are intended to present the financial position and changes in 
financial position of the general fund only for that portion of the general fund of Marion County, 
Florida, that is attributable to the Supervisor of Elections.  They do not purport to, and do not, 
present fairly the financial position of Marion County, Florida, as of September 30, 2020, and the 
changes in its financial position for the fiscal year then ended in conformity with accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America.  Our opinion is not modified with 
respect to this matter. 
 
Other Matters  
 
Required Supplementary Information 
Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the 
information listed as required supplementary information in the table of contents be presented to 
supplement the special purpose financial statements.  Such information, although not a part of the 
special purpose financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board, who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the special purpose 
financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context.  We have 
applied certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information in accordance with 
auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries 
of management about the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information 
for consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries, the special purpose financial 
statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the special purpose financial 
statements.  We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because 
the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide 
any assurance. 
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Honorable Wesley Wilcox 
Marion County Supervisor of Elections 
Marion County, Florida 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
(Concluded) 

 
Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated 
March 10, 2021, on our consideration of the Supervisor of Elections’ internal control over financial 
reporting and on our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts 
and grant agreements, and other matters included under the heading Independent Auditor’s Report 
on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an 
Audit of the Special Purpose Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with Government 
Auditing Standards.  The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal 
control over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide 
an opinion on internal control over financial reporting or on compliance.  That report is an integral 
part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the 
Supervisor of Elections’ internal control over financial reporting and compliance. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 



 

 

Special Purpose 
Financial Statements 



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS

GENERAL FUND BALANCE SHEET

SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Cash and cash equivalents $ 49,164        
Restricted cash and cash equivalents 136,519      

Total Assets $ 185,683      

Accounts payable $ 7,251          
Due to Board of County Commissioners 25,277        
Due to other government 136,519      
Accrued liabilities 16,636        

Total Liabilities 185,683      

Fund Balance
Unassigned: -                 

Total Fund Balance -                 

Total Liabilities and Fund Balance $ 185,683      

Assets

Liabilities and Fund Balance

See accompanying notes to financial statements  4



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS

GENERAL FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN 
FUND BALANCE

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Grant revenue $ 226,231
Municipal elections revenue 128,072
Other income 6,377

Total Revenues 360,680      

Expenditures:
Current:

General government:
Salaries and benefits 1,876,300
Operating expenditures 1,463,641

Capital outlay 206,076
Total Expenditures 3,546,017   

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues Over Expenditures (3,185,337)  

Other Financing Sources:
Operating transfers in - Board of County Commissioners,

net of excess budget fees 3,185,337
Total Other Financing Sources 3,185,337   

Net Change in Fund Balance -                  

Fund Balance, October 1, 2019 -                  

Fund Balance, September 30, 2020 $ -                  

See accompanying notes to financial statements  5
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS 

 
NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 
1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 

 
The following is a summary of the significant accounting principles and policies used in the preparation 
of the accompanying special purpose financial statements. 

 
Reporting Entity—The Marion County, Florida, Supervisor of Elections (the Supervisor of Elections) 
is an elected constitutional officer as provided for by the Constitution of the State of Florida. The 
Supervisor of Elections’ budget is submitted to the Board of County Commissioners of Marion County, 
Florida (the Board). The Board distributes the funds necessary to operate the Supervisor of Elections’ 
office. 

 
For special purpose financial statement reporting purposes, the Supervisor of Elections is deemed to be 
a part of the primary government of Marion County, Florida (the County) and, therefore, is included as 
such in the Marion County, Florida, Comprehensive Annual Financial Report. 

 
Basis of Presentation—The accompanying special purpose financial statements include all the funds 
and accounts of the Supervisor of Elections’ office, but are not intended to be a complete presentation of 
the County as a whole. Except for this matter, they are otherwise in conformity with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America (US GAAP). The accompanying special purpose 
financial statements were prepared for the purpose of complying with Section 218.39, Florida Statutes, 
and Section 10.557, Rules of the Auditor General—Local Government Entity Audits. 

 
Governmental fund balances are classified either as nonspendable or as spendable. Spendable fund 
balances are further classified below in a hierarchy based on the extent to which there are external and 
internal constraints on the spending of these fund balances. 

 
Nonspendable fund balance—include amounts that cannot be spent because they are not in spendable 
form or legally or contractually required to be maintained intact. Nonspendable in governmental fund 
types are for inventories and prepaid items. 
 
Restricted fund balance—include amounts that can be spent only for the specific purposes stipulated 
by external resource providers either constitutionally or through enabling legislation. Examples include 
grants and impact fees.  
 
Committed fund balance—include amounts that can only be used for the specific purpose determined 
by a formal action of the government’s highest level of decision-making authority. Commitments may 
be changed or lifted only by the government taking the same formal action that imposed the constraint 
originally. 
 
Assigned fund balance—comprise of amounts intended to be used by the government for specific 
purposes. Intent can be expressed by the governing body or by an official or body to which the governing 
body delegates the authority. In governmental funds other than the general fund, assigned fund balance 
represents the amount that is not restricted or committed. This indicates that the resources in other 
governmental funds are, at a minimum intended to be used for the purpose of that fund. 
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS 

 
NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 

 
1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 

 
Unassigned fund balance—is the residual classification of the general fund only and includes all amounts 
not contained in other classifications. Unassigned amounts are technically available for any purpose. 

 
The Supervisor of Elections utilizes the following fund type: 

 
Governmental Fund: 

 
■ Major Fund 

 
The General Fund is used to account for all revenues and expenditures applicable to the general 
operations of the Supervisor of Elections. 

 
Basis of Accounting—Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in 
the accounts and reported in the special purpose financial statements and refers to the timing of the 
measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. 

 
The modified accrual basis of accounting is followed by the general fund. Under the modified accrual 
basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when they become both measurable and available to finance 
expenditures of the current period. Expenditures are recorded when the liability is incurred, except 
for accumulated sick and vacation pay which are not recorded until paid.  

 
Measurement Focus—The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to the capital assets 
and long-term liabilities associated with a fund are determined by its measurement focus. The general 
fund is accounted for on a spending or “financial flow” measurement focus. This means that generally, 
only current assets and current liabilities are included in the balance sheet. General fund operating 
statements present increases (revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (expenditures and 
other financing uses) in net current assets. Accordingly, they present a summary of sources and uses of 
“available spendable resources” during a period. 

 
Compensated Absences—It is the Supervisor of Elections’ policy to permit employees to accumulate a 
limited amount of leave hours, which will be paid to employees upon separation from County service. In 
the governmental fund, only the amounts that would be liquidated with expendable available resources 
are accrued as current year expenditures. Compensated absences liabilities that exceed this amount are 
reported as a liability in the County’s basic financial statements. 

 
Appropriations from the Board of County Commissioners and Refund of Excess Fees—The County 
funds the operating budget of the Supervisor of Elections. The payments by the County to fund the 
operations of the Supervisor of Elections are recorded as a transfer out in the basic financial statements 
of the County, and as other financing sources in the special purpose financial statements of the 
Constitutional Officer. 
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS 

 
NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 

 
1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Concluded) 

 
The Board requires that the excess of the County appropriations (and other revenues) over expenditures 
be returned to the Board at the end of the fiscal year. Repayments to the County are recorded as a 
reduction in other financing sources in the special purpose financial statements of the Constitutional 
Officer and as a reduction of transfers out in the basic financial statements of the County. The amount of 
undistributed excess appropriations at the end of the fiscal year is reported as amounts due the Board of 
County Commissioners. 

 
Use of Estimates—The preparation of special purpose financial statements is in conformity with 
US GAAP and requires management to make use of estimates that affect the reported amounts of 
assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities as of the date of the special purpose 
financial statements, and the reported amount of revenues and expenditures during the reporting period. 
Actual results could differ from estimates. 

 
2. Budgetary Process 

 
On or before June 1 of each year, the Supervisor of Elections submits a tentative budget for the ensuing 
fiscal year to the Board. The budget of the general fund is then adopted in the same manner as the budget 
of the Board. 

 
A budget is legally adopted only for the general fund and is on a basis that differs from US GAAP. On a 
budgetary basis, capital outlay financed with debt proceeds is not budgeted; only the current year’s debt 
payments are appropriated, and they are classified as capital outlay. On a US GAAP basis, debt proceeds 
and capital outlay are recorded in the year of acquisition, and financing payments are classified as debt 
service expenditures. During 2020, there was no capital outlay financed with long-term debt. 

 
Budgetary control is exercised at the expenditure classification level (personnel services, operating 
expenditures, and capital outlay). Budgetary changes within expenditure classification are made at the 
discretion of the Supervisor of Elections. 

 
3. Deposits and Investments 

 
Cash and Cash Equivalents—The carrying amount of the Supervisor of Elections’ cash deposit accounts 
were $185,683 as of September 30, 2020, which included CARES Act funding restricted deposits of 
$136,519. The Supervisor of Elections’ cash deposits are held by a bank that qualifies as a public 
depository under the Florida Security for Public Deposits Act, as required by Chapter 280, Florida Statues. 
All of the Supervisor of Elections’ deposits are fully insured by the Public Deposit Trust Fund. 
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS 

 
NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 

 
4. Capital Assets 

 
The tangible personal property used by the Supervisor of Elections is reported in the statement of net 
assets as part of the basic financial statements of the County. Upon acquisition, such assets are recorded 
as expenditures in the general fund of the Supervisor of Elections and capitalized at cost in the capital 
assets accounts of the County. The Supervisor of Elections maintains custodial responsibility for the 
capital assets used by its office. 

 
5. Accounts Payable 

 
Accounts payable balances in the general fund are primarily payable to third-party vendors for goods 
provided and services rendered. 

 
6. Retirement Plan 

 
The Marion County Supervisor of Elections participates in the Florida Retirement System for Pension 
Benefits. A detailed plan description and any liability for employees of the Marion County Supervisor of 
Elections are included in the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report of the County. 
 
7. Accumulated Compensated Absences 

 
The amount of vested accumulated compensated absences payable (related to governmental fund 
activities) based upon the Supervisor of Elections’ paid-time-off (PTO) policy is reported as a liability 
in the statement of net assets in the County’s basic financial statements. The liability includes earned 
but unused annual leave as well as FICA taxes and retirement contributions related thereto. 

 
The change in accumulated compensated absences during the year is as follows: 

 
Balance, September 30, 2019  $       85,114 
    Additions  72,333 
    Reductions  (63,560) 

Balance, September 30, 2020  $       93,887 
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS 

 
NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 

 
8. Post-employment Benefits Other than Pensions 

 
The Board offers post-retirement health care benefits and life insurance to all retired employees of the 
Supervisor of Elections’ Office and their dependents. Participating retirees are required to reimburse 
the Board for 100% of the premium cost, which is netted against the premium payment, so that no net 
expense is initially recorded in the Board’s financial statements. However, these retirees are receiving 
an “implicit subsidy” because the premium is a group rate which includes active, lower cost employees. 
This implicit subsidy has a cost which under US GAAP is required to be disclosed in these special 
purpose financial statements. However, this annual cost, the accrued obligation, and other required 
disclosures have been calculated for the County as a whole, and not separately for the Supervisor of 
Elections’ Office. Accordingly, these calculations and disclosures can be found in the Comprehensive 
Annual Financial Report of the County. 

 
9. Risk Management 

 
The Supervisor of Elections participates in the Marion County risk management program. The Board 
of County Commissioners maintains an Insurance Risk Management Internal Service Fund for health, 
life, dental, and long term disability insurance, workers’ compensation, general property and casualty 
and automobile claims.  

 
Payments to the Board for coverage are based on past experience of the amounts needed to pay current 
year claims. During the current year, the Supervisor of Elections remitted $176,413 to the Board for 
insurance coverage. Information regarding the program’s coverage, self-insurance reserves, and program 
administration can be found in the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the year ended September 
30, 2020. 
 
10. Operating Leases 

 
The Supervisor of Elections has several non-cancelable leases for office equipment and vehicles. Total 
rental expenditures under operating leases contracts for the year ended September 30, 2020, were 
$54,265. 

 
The following is a schedule by years of minimum future rentals on non-cancelable operating leases: 
 
Year Ending September 30,   

2021  $        16,975 
2022  15,797 
2023  5,818 

  $        38,590 
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS 

 
NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Concluded) 

 
11. Grant Activity 

 
During 2020, the federal government awarded CARES Act and other grant money to the State of Florida. 
The State of Florida then allocated its share to each county’s Supervisor of Elections. As a subrecipient 
of these grants, the Supervisor of Elections was to use these funds to purchase goods and services related 
to conducting elections. The Supervisor of Elections received and expended $226,231 in grant funds 
during the year ended September 30, 2020. 
 
12. Litigation 

 
From time to time, the office of the Supervisor of Elections is involved as a defendant in certain litigation 
and claims arising from the ordinary course of operations. In the opinion of legal counsel, the range of 
potential liabilities will not materially affect the operations of the Supervisor of Elections’ office or 
the financial position of Marion County, which would be required to fund any claim payments. 
 
13. Contingencies 

 
In March 2020, the World Health Organization declared the outbreak of a novel coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic. The outbreak of COVID-19 is affecting communities, business operations, as well as the US 
economy and financial markets. The full extent to which COVID-19 will impact the Supervisor of 
Elections is uncertain at this time and will depend on new information that may emerge concerning 
COVID-19 and the actions to contain and treat its impact and the economic impact on local, regional, 
national and international markets. 



 

Required Supplementary Information 



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS

GENERAL FUND
SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE-

BUDGET AND ACTUAL

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Grant revenues $ -                 $ -                  $ 226,231      $ 226,231      
Municipal election revenues -                 -                  128,072      128,072      
Other income -                 -                  6,377          6,377          

Total Revenues -                 -                  360,680      360,680      

Expenditures:
Current:

General government:
Salaries and benefits 2,008,648   2,008,648   1,876,300   132,348      
Operating expenditures 1,201,516   1,201,516   1,463,641   (262,125)     

Capital outlay -                 -                  206,076      (206,076)     
Reserved for contingencies 2,500          2,500          -                  2,500          

Total Expenditures 3,212,664   3,212,664   3,546,017   (333,353)     

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues
Over (Under) Expenditures (3,212,664) (3,212,664)  (3,185,337)  27,327        

Other Financing Sources:
Operating transfers in - Board 

of County Commissioners,
net of excess budget fees 3,212,664   3,212,664   3,185,337   (27,327)       

Net Change in Fund Balance -                 -                  -                  -                  

Fund Balance, October 1, 2019 -                 -                  -                  -                  

Fund Balance, September 30, 2020 $ -                 $ -                  $ -                  $ -                  

Original
Budgeted Amounts With Final

Variance

Final
Actual

BudgetAmounts
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER  
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS  
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  

PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
 
 
Honorable Wesley Wilcox 
Marion County Supervisor of Elections 
Marion County, Florida 
 
We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the special purpose 
financial statements of the general fund of the Marion County, Florida, Supervisor of Elections 
(the Supervisor of Elections) as of and for the year ended September 30, 2020, and the related 
notes to the special purpose financial statements, which collectively comprise the Supervisor of 
Elections’ special purpose financial statements, and have issued our report thereon dated 
March 10, 2021, which was modified to state that the special purpose financial statements are not 
intended to be a complete presentation of Marion County, Florida. 
 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
In planning and performing our audit of the special purpose financial statements, we considered 
the Supervisor of Elections’ internal control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis 
for designing audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of 
expressing our opinions on the special purpose financial statements, but not for the purpose of 
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Supervisor of Elections’ internal control.  
Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the Supervisor of Elections’ 
internal control. 
 
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to 
prevent, or detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis.  A material weakness is a 
deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control, such that there is a reasonable 
possibility that a material misstatement of the Supervisor of Elections’ special purpose financial 
statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis.  A significant 
deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe 
than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with 
governance. 
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Honorable Wesley Wilcox 
Marion County Supervisor of Elections 
Marion County, Florida 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER  
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS  
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  

PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
(Concluded) 

 
Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph 
of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be 
material weaknesses or significant deficiencies.  Given these limitations, during our audit we did 
not identify any deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses.  
However, material weaknesses may exist that have not been identified.  
 
Compliance and Other Matters 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Supervisor of Elections’ special 
purpose financial statements are free from material misstatement, we performed tests of its 
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant agreements, non-
compliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the special purpose financial 
statements.  However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an 
objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion.  The results of our 
tests disclosed no instances of non-compliance or other matters that are required to be reported 
under Government Auditing Standards. 
 
Purpose of this Report 
The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and 
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of 
the Supervisor of Elections’ internal control or on compliance.  This report is an integral part of 
an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards, in considering the 
Supervisor of Elections’ internal control and compliance.  Accordingly, this communication is 
not suitable for any other purpose. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH  
SECTION 218.415, FLORIDA STATUTES 

 
Honorable Wesley Wilcox 
Marion County Supervisor of Elections 
Marion County, Florida 
 
We have examined Marion County, Florida, Supervisor of Elections’ (the Supervisor of Elections) 
compliance with the requirements of Section 218.415, Florida Statutes, as of and for the year ended 
September 30, 2020, as required by Section 10.556(10)(a), Rules of the Auditor General.  
Management is responsible for the Supervisor of Elections’ compliance with those requirements.  
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the Supervisor of Elections’ compliance based on 
our examination. 
 
Our examination was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  Those standards require that we plan and 
perform the examination to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the Supervisor of 
Elections complied, in all material respects, with the requirements referenced above.  An 
examination involves performing procedures to obtain evidence about whether the Supervisor of 
Elections complied with the specified requirements.  The nature, timing, and extent of procedures 
selected depend on our judgement, including an assessment of the risk of material non-
compliance, whether due to fraud or error.  We believe that the evidence we obtained is sufficient 
and appropriate to provide a reasonable basis for our opinion.  
 
Our examination does not provide a legal determination on the Supervisor of Elections’ 
compliance with specified requirements. 
 
In our opinion, the Supervisor of Elections complied, in all material respects, with the 
aforementioned requirements for the year ended September 30, 2020. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing Committee, 
members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor 
General, the Supervisor of Elections, its management, and the Board of County Commissioners of 
Marion County, Florida, and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than 
these specified parties. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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MANAGEMENT LETTER 

 
 
Honorable Wesley Wilcox 
Marion County Supervisor of Elections 
Marion County, Florida 
 
Report on the Special Purpose Financial Statements 
We have audited the special purpose financial statements of the Marion County, Florida, 
Supervisor of Elections (the Supervisor of Elections) as of and for the fiscal year ended 
September 30, 2020, and have issued our report thereon dated March 10, 2021, which was 
modified to state that the special purpose financial statements are not intended to be a complete 
presentation of Marion County, Florida. 
 
Auditor’s Responsibility 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and Chapter 10.550, Rules of 
the Auditor General. 
 
Other Reporting Requirements 
We have issued our Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting 
and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on Audit of Special Purpose Financial Statements 
Performed in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards; and Independent Accountant’s 
Report on an examination conducted in accordance with American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants Professional Standards, AT-C Section 315, regarding compliance requirements in 
accordance with Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General.  Disclosures in those reports, which 
are dated March 10, 2021, should be considered in conjunction with this management letter. 
 
Prior Audit Findings 
Section 10.554(1)(i)1., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we determine whether or not 
corrective actions have been taken to address findings and recommendations made in the 
preceding annual financial audit report.  There were no findings or recommendations in the 
preceding annual financial audit report. 
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Honorable Wesley Wilcox 
Marion County Supervisor of Elections 
Marion County, Florida 
 

MANAGEMENT LETTER 
(Concluded) 

 
Official Title and Legal Authority 
Section 10.554(1)(i)4., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that the name or official title and 
legal authority for the primary government and each component unit of the reporting entity be 
disclosed in this management letter, unless disclosed in the notes to the special purpose financial 
statements (see Note 1 of the accompanying special purpose financial statements).  
 
Financial Management 
Section 10.554(1)(i)2., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we communicate any 
recommendations to improve financial management.  In connection with our audit, we did not 
have any such recommendations. 
 
Additional Matters 
Section 10.554(1)(i)3., Rules of the Auditor General, requires us to communicate non-compliance 
with provisions of contracts or grant agreements, or abuse, that have occurred, or are likely to 
have occurred, that have an effect on the special purpose financial statements that is less than 
material but which warrants the attention of those charged with governance.  In connection with 
our audit, we did not note any such findings. 
 
Purpose of this Letter 
Our management letter is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing 
Committee, members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida 
Auditor General, the Supervisor of Elections, its management, and the Board of County 
Commissioners of Marion County, Florida, and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by 
anyone other than these specified parties. 
 
We wish to take this opportunity to thank you and your staff for the cooperation and courtesies 
extended to us during the course of our audit.  Please let us know if you have any questions or 
comments concerning this letter, our accompanying reports, or other matters. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 
 
Honorable George J. Albright, III 
Marion County Tax Collector 
Marion County, Florida 
 
Report on the Special Purpose Financial Statements  
We have audited the accompanying special purpose financial statements of each major fund, and 
the aggregate remaining fund information of the Marion County, Florida, Tax Collector (the Tax 
Collector) as of and for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2020, and the related notes to the 
special purpose financial statements, which collectively comprise the Tax Collector’s special 
purpose financial statements, as listed in the table of contents. 
 
Management’s Responsibility for the Special Purpose Financial Statements 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these special purpose 
financial statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United 
States of America; this includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control 
relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of special purpose financial statements that are 
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
 
Auditor’s Responsibility  
Our responsibility is to express opinions on these special purpose financial statements based on 
our audit.  We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.  Those standards 
require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the special 
purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement.  
 
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and 
disclosures in the special purpose financial statements.  The procedures selected depend on the 
auditor’s judgment, including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the special 
purpose financial statements, whether due to fraud or error.  In making those risk assessments, the 
auditor considers internal control relevant to the Tax Collector’s preparation and fair presentation 
of the special purpose financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate 
in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
Tax Collector’s internal control.  Accordingly, we express no such opinion.  An audit also includes 
evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant 
accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the 
special purpose financial statements. 
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Honorable George J. Albright, III 
Marion County Tax Collector 
Marion County, Florida 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
(Continued) 

 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for our audit opinions.  
 
Opinions 
In our opinion, the special purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all 
material respects, the respective financial position of each major fund, and the aggregate remaining 
fund information for the Tax Collector as of September 30, 2020, and the respective changes in 
financial position thereof for the fiscal year then ended in accordance with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America. 
 
Emphasis of Matter – Incomplete Presentation 
As discussed in Note 1 to the special purpose financial statements, the special purpose financial 
statements referred to above were prepared solely for the purpose of complying with the Rules of 
the Auditor General (the Rules) of the State of Florida.  In conformity with the Rules, the 
accompanying special purpose financial statements are intended to present the financial position 
and changes in financial position of each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund 
information, only for that portion of the major funds, and the aggregate remaining fund 
information, of Marion County, Florida, that is attributable to the Tax Collector.  They do not 
purport to, and do not, present fairly the financial position of Marion County, Florida, as of 
September 30, 2020, and the changes in its financial position for the fiscal year then ended in 
conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.  Our 
opinion is not modified with respect to this matter. 
 
Other Matters  
 
Required Supplementary Information 
Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the 
information listed as required supplementary information in the table of contents be presented to 
supplement the special purpose financial statements.  Such information, although not a part of the 
special purpose financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board, who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the special purpose 
financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context.  We have 
applied certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information in accordance with 
auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries 
of management about the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for 
consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries, the special purpose financial 
statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the special purpose financial 
statements.  We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because 
the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide 
any assurance. 
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Honorable George J. Albright, III 
Marion County Tax Collector 
Marion County, Florida 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
(Concluded) 

 
Other Matters (Concluded) 
 
Other Financial Information 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the special purpose financial 
statements that collectively comprise the Tax Collector’s special purpose financial statements.  The 
other financial information, as listed in the table of contents, is presented for purposes of additional 
analysis and is not a required part of the special purpose financial statements.  The other financial 
information is the responsibility of management and was derived from, and relates directly to, the 
underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the special purpose financial statements.  
Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the special 
purpose financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and 
reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to 
prepare the special purpose financial statements or to the special purpose financial statements 
themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally 
accepted in the United States of America.  In our opinion, the other financial information is fairly 
stated in all material respects in relation to the special purpose financial statements as a whole. 
 
Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated 
March 10, 2021, on our consideration of the Tax Collector’s internal control over financial 
reporting and on our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, rules, regulations, 
contracts and grant agreements, and other matters included under the heading Independent 
Auditor’s Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting and on Compliance and Other 
Matters Based on an Audit of the Special Purpose Financial Statements Performed in Accordance 
with Government Auditing Standards.  The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our 
testing of internal control over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, 
and not to provide an opinion on internal control over financial reporting or on compliance.  That 
report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards 
in considering the Tax Collector’s internal control over financial reporting and compliance. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
TAX COLLECTOR

GENERAL FUND BALANCE SHEET

SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Cash and cash equivalents $ 728,899      
Due from other funds 397,456      
Due from Board of County Commissioners 51,788        
Prepaid expenses 233             

Total Assets $ 1,178,376   

Due to Board of County Commissioners $ 961,719      
Accounts payable   58,093        
Accrued liabilities 158,564      

Total Liabilities 1,178,376   

Fund Balance
Nonspendable

Prepaid items 233             
Unassigned (233)            

Total Fund Balance -                  

Total Liabilities and Fund Balance $ 1,178,376   

Assets

Liabilities and Fund Balance

See accompanying notes to financial statements.  4



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
TAX COLLECTOR

GENERAL FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES,
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Revenues:
Grant revenue $ 88,891        

Total Revenues 88,891        

Expenditures:
Current:

General government:
Salaries and benefits 6,896,831   
Operating expenditures 1,319,704   
Capital outlay 15,485        

Total Expenditures 8,232,020   

Deficiency of Revenues
Under Expenditures (8,143,129) 

Other Financing Sources:
Operating transfers in - Board of County

Commissioners, net of excess budget fees 8,143,129   
Total Other Financing Sources 8,143,129   

Net Change in Fund Balance -                 

Fund Balance, October 1, 2019 -                 

Fund Balance, September 30, 2020 $ -                 

See accompanying notes to financial statements.  5



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
TAX COLLECTOR

STATEMENT OF FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
AGENCY FUNDS

 SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Cash and cash equivalents $ 8,180,252        
Credit card receivables 330,240           
Due from other funds 324,149           
Due from individuals 199,005           

Total Assets $ 9,033,646        

Due to other funds $ 721,605           
Due to Board of County Commissioners 256,142           
Due to other governmental units 1,353,129        
Due to individuals 1,188,600        
Deposits - installment tax 5,514,170        

Total Liabilities $ 9,033,646        

Liabilities

Assets

See accompanying notes to financial statements.  6
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
TAX COLLECTOR 

 

  

 
NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 
1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 

 
The following is a summary of the significant accounting principles and policies used in the preparation 
of the accompanying special purpose financial statements. 

 
Reporting Entity—The Marion County, Florida, Tax Collector (the Tax Collector) is an elected 
constitutional officer as provided for by the Constitution of the State of Florida. Pursuant to the Florida 
Statutes, the Tax Collector’s budget is submitted to the Marion County Board of County Commissioners 
(the Board) for approval. 

 
Commissions and fees earned by the Tax Collector are billed periodically to the Board and other 
governmental agencies as provided in Florida Statutes. By statute, commissions and fees attributable to 
the school board are paid by the Board. 

 
For financial reporting purposes, the Tax Collector is deemed to be a part of the primary government of 
Marion County, Florida (the County) and, therefore, is included as such in the Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report of the County. 

 
Basis of Presentation—The accompanying special purpose financial statements include all the funds and 
accounts of the Tax Collector’s office, but are not intended to be a complete presentation of the County as 
a whole. Except for this matter, they are otherwise in conformity with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America (US GAAP). The accompanying special purpose financial 
statements were prepared for the purpose of complying with Section 218.39, Florida Statutes, and Section 
10.557, Rules of the Auditor General – Local Governmental Entity Audits. 

 
Governmental fund balances are classified either as nonspendable or as spendable. Spendable fund 
balances are further classified below in a hierarchy based on the extent to which there are external and 
internal constraints on the spending of these fund balances. 

  
Nonspendable fund balance -  include amounts that cannot be spent because they are not in spendable 
form or legally or contractually required to be maintained intact. Nonspendable in governmental fund 
types are for inventories and prepaid items. 

 
Restricted fund balance -  include amounts that can be spent only for the specific purposes stipulated by 
external resource providers either constitutionally or through enabling legislation. Examples include 
grants and impact fees. 

 
Committed fund balance - include amounts that can only be used for the specific purpose determined 
by a formal action of the government’s highest level of decision-making authority. Commitments may 
be changed or lifted only by the government taking the same formal action that imposed the constraint 
originally. 
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
TAX COLLECTOR 

 

  

  
NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 

 
1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)  

 
Basis of Presentation (Concluded) 
 
Assigned fund balance -  comprise of amounts intended to be used by the government for specific 
purposes. Intent can be expressed by the governing body or by an official or body to which the governing 
body delegates the authority. In governmental funds other than the general fund, assigned fund balance 
represents the amount that is not restricted or committed. This indicates that the resources in other 
governmental funds are, at a minimum intended to be used for the purpose of that fund. 

 
Unassigned fund balance -  is the residual classification of the general fund only and includes all amounts 
not contained in other classifications. Unassigned amounts are technically available for any purpose. 

 
The Tax Collector utilizes the following fund types: 
 
Governmental Funds: 
 
Major Fund 
 
The General Fund is used to account for all revenues and expenditures applicable to the general operations 
of the Tax Collector that are not required either legally or by US GAAP to be accounted for in another 
fund. 
 
Fiduciary Funds: 
 
The Agency Funds are custodial in nature and do not involve measurement of changes in financial position 
(assets equal liabilities). The agency funds are used primarily for the following: 
 
To account for the collection and distribution of state taxes including motor vehicle registration fees, and 
the subsequent remittance of those fees (less commissions) to the State of Florida and 
 
To account for the collection and distribution of local taxes including real and personal property taxes. 
 
Basis of Accounting—Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in 
the accounts and reported in the special purpose financial statements, and also refers to the timing of the 
measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. 
 
The general and agency funds are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under 
the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when they become both measurable 
and available to finance expenditures of the current period. Expenditures are recorded when the liability 
is incurred, except for accumulated sick and vacation pay which are not recorded until paid.  
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
TAX COLLECTOR 

 
NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 

 
1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)  

 
Measurement Focus—The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to the fixed assets and 
long-term liabilities associated with a fund are determined by its measurement focus. All governmental 
funds are accounted for on a spending or “financial flow” measurement focus. This means that generally, 
only current assets and current liabilities are included in the balance sheet. Governmental fund operating 
statements present increases (revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (expenditures and 
other financing uses) in net current assets. Accordingly, they present a summary of sources and uses of 
“available spendable resources” during a period. 
 
Budgetary Requirement—Expenditures are controlled by appropriations in accordance with the budget 
requirements set forth in the Florida Statutes. 

 
A budget is legally adopted for the general fund and is on a basis consistent with US GAAP. Budgetary 
control is at the expenditure classification level (personal services, operating expenditures, and capital 
outlay). Budgetary changes within expenditure classification are made at the discretion of the Tax 
Collector. Amendments between expenditure classifications must be submitted to the Board. 
 
Property Tax Collections—Chapter 197, Florida Statutes, governs property tax collection. 
 
Current Taxes—All property taxes become due and payable on November 1, and are delinquent on 
April 1 of the following year. Discounts of 4%, 3%, 2% and 1% are allowed for early payment in 
November through February, respectively. 
 
Unpaid Taxes-Sale of Tax Certificates—The Tax Collector advertises, as required by Florida Statutes, 
then sells tax certificates on all real property for unpaid taxes. Certificates not purchased are issued to 
the County. Any person owning real property upon which a tax certificate has been sold may redeem the 
real property tax certificate by paying the Tax Collector the face amount of the tax certificate plus interest 
and other costs. 
 
Tax Deeds—The owner of a tax certificate may, after two years when the taxes have been delinquent 
(after April 1), file an application for tax deed sale. The County, as a certificate owner, may exercise 
similar procedures two years after taxes have been delinquent (after April 1). Tax deeds are issued to the 
highest bidder for the property, which is sold at public auction. The Clerk of the Circuit Court and 
Comptroller of Marion County, Florida, administers these sales.  
 
Refund of “Excess Fees”—Florida Statutes provide that the excess of the Tax Collector’s fee revenue 
over expenditures is to be distributed to each governmental agency in the same proportion as the fees 
paid by the governmental agency bear to total fee income of the office. The amount of undistributed 
excess fees at the end of the fiscal year is reported as amounts due to the County and other governmental 
agencies. 

 



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
TAX COLLECTOR 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 
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1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Concluded)  
 

The County provides a major portion of the commissions and fees of the Tax Collector. The payments 
by the County to fund the operations of the Tax Collector are recorded as a transfer out in the basic 
financial statements of the County, and as other financing sources in the special purpose financial 
statements of the Tax Collector. Repayments to the County are recorded as a reduction in other financing 
sources in the special purpose financial statements of the Constitutional Officer and as a reduction of 
transfers out in the financial statements of the County. 

 
Use of Estimates—The preparation of special purpose financial statements is in conformity with 
US GAAP and requires management to make use of estimates that affect the reported amounts of 
assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities as of the date of the special purpose 
financial statements, and the reported amount of revenues and expenditures during the reporting 
period. Actual results could differ from estimates. 
 
2. Deposits and Investments  

 
Cash and Cash Equivalents—At September 30, 2020, the carrying amount of the Tax Collector’s cash 
and cash equivalents totaled $8,909,151. The Tax Collector’s cash deposits totaled $8,818,362 and are 
held by a bank that qualifies as a public depository under the Florida Security for Public Deposits Act as 
required by Chapter 280, Florida Statutes. All of the Tax Collector’s deposits are fully insured by the 
Public Deposit Trust Fund. Cash and cash equivalents include $21,300 of cash for cash drawers. 
 
Investment Portfolio —On October 20, 2006, the Tax Collector formally adopted a comprehensive 
investment policy pursuant to Section 218.415, Florida Statutes that established permitted investments, 
asset allocation limits, issuer limits, credit ratings requirements, and maturity limits to protect the Tax 
Collector’s cash and investment assets. 
 
Section 218.415, Florida Statutes, limits the types of investments that a government can invest in 
unless specifically authorized in an investment policy. The Tax Collector’s investment policy allows for 
the following investments: The Florida State Board of Administration’s Local Government Surplus 
Funds Trust Fund, Securities and Exchange Commission registered money market funds, interest 
bearing time deposits, United States Government Securities, Commercial Paper, United States bonds, 
notes or other obligations, Federal Agencies and Instrumentalities and Repurchase Agreements. 
 
Included in the cash and cash equivalents total at September 30, 2020, is $69,489 invested with the Local 
Government Surplus Funds Trust Fund, an Investments Pool (the Surplus Funds Investment Pool), 
administered by the State Board of Administration of Florida.  
 
 



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
TAX COLLECTOR 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 
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2. Deposits and Investments (Concluded) 
 

These investments are similar to money market funds in which units are owned in the fund rather than the 
underlying investments. These investments are reported at amortized cost and meet the requirements of 
GASB Statement No. 31, as amended by GASB Statement 79 Certain External Investment Pools and Pool 
Participants, which establishes criteria for an external investment pool to qualify for making the election 
to measure all of its investments at amortized cost for financial reporting purposes. There are no limitations 
or restrictions on withdrawals from the Florida Prime Investment Pool; although, in the occurrence of an 
event that has material impact on liquidity or operations of the trust fund, the fund’s executive director 
may limit contributions to or withdrawals from the trust fund for a period of 48 hours. 

 

3. Capital Assets 
 

The tangible personal property used by the Tax Collector in its governmental fund operations is reported 
as capital assets in the statement of net assets as part of the basic financial statements of the County. Upon 
acquisition, such assets are recorded as expenditures in the General Fund of the Tax Collector and 
capitalized at cost in the capital assets accounts of the County. The Tax Collector maintains custodial 
responsibility for the capital assets used by his office. 

 

4. Accounts Payable 
 

Accounts payable balances in the general fund are primarily payable to third-party vendors for goods 
received and services rendered. 
 
5. Related Party Transactions  

 

The Tax Collector and the Marion County Property Appraiser entered into an annual security services 
agreement with the Marion County Sheriff during February 2019. The Tax Collector’s expenditures for 
these services were $29,250 for the year ended September 30, 2020.  
 
6. Compensated Absences 

 

The amount of vested accumulated compensated absences payable based upon the Tax Collector’s annual 
leave and sick leave policy is reported as a liability in the statement of net assets in the County’s basic 
financial statements. The change in accumulated compensated absences during the year is as follows: 
 

 Balance 
October 1, 

2019  Additions  Reductions  

Balance 
September 30, 

2020 
Accumulated Compensated 
   Absence $         372,549  $         426,026  $         426,755  $          371,820 

 



MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
TAX COLLECTOR 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 
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6. Compensated Absences (Concluded) 
 

The amount recorded represents vested annual vacation and sick leave to employees in varying amounts. 
Employees may carryover a maximum of 160 vacation hours and 500 sick leave hours. Upon retirement 
from employment, one-quarter of the balance of sick leave hours up to 125 hours will be paid to deputies 
with 6 or more years of continuous and creditable service in an established position in the Tax Collector’s 
office. After six months of service, vacation leave is paid out hour for hour upon separation of 
employment. 

 

7. Post Employment Benefits Other Than Pensions 
 

The Board offers post-retirement health care benefits and life insurance to all retired employees of the 
Tax Collector’s Office and their dependents. Participating retirees are required to reimburse the Board 
for 100% of the premium cost, which is netted against the premium payment, so that no net expense is 
initially recorded in the Board’s financial statements. However, these retirees are receiving an “implicit 
subsidy” because the premium is a group rate which includes active, lower cost employees. This implicit 
subsidy has a cost which under US GAAP is required to be disclosed in these financial statements. 
However, this annual cost, the accrued obligation, and other required disclosures have been calculated 
for the County as a whole, and not separately reported for the Tax Collector’s Office. Accordingly, these 
calculations and disclosures are included in the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report of the County. 

 

8. Retirement Plan 
 

The Marion County Tax Collector participates in the Florida Retirement System for Pension Benefits. A 
detailed plan description and any liability for employees of the Marion County Tax Collector are included 
in the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report of the County. 
 
9.  Operating Leases 

 

The Tax Collector has entered into leases for copiers and mailing equipment. Total rental expenditures 
for the year ended September 30, 2020, were $16,706. The following is a schedule by years of minimum 
future rentals on the noncancellable operating leases as of September 30, 2020. 

 

Fiscal Year Ending  Amount 
2021  $               5,640 
2022  5,881 
2023  5,881 
2024  5,881 
2025  1,470 

  $             24,753 
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
TAX COLLECTOR 

NOTES TO SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 

 

 

 

10. Interfund Receivables and Payables 
 

Individual fund interfund receivables and payables at September 30, 2020, consist of the following: 
 

Due From 
Other 
Funds 

Due to 
Other 
Funds 

General Fund $          397,456   $                   - 
   Agency Funds:    
      Property Tax Fund                       -  434,456 
      Licenses Fund 324,149  287,149 

$          721,605  $          721,605 
 

11. Risk Management 
 

The Tax Collector participates in the County risk management program. The Board maintains an Insurance 
Risk Management Internal Service Fund for health and long-term disability insurance, workers’ 
compensation, general property and casualty and automobile claims. Payments to the Board for coverage 
are based on past experience of the amounts needed to pay current year claims. During the year ended 
September 30, 2020, the Tax Collector remitted $1,171,402 for insurance coverage. Information regarding 
the program’s coverage, self-insurance reserves, and program administration is included in the 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report of the County for the year ended September 30, 2020.  
 
12. Litigation 

 

From time to time, the office of the Tax Collector is involved as a defendant in certain litigation and 
claims arising from the ordinary course of operations. In the opinion of legal counsel, the range of 
potential liabilities will not materially affect the operations of the Tax Collector’s office or the financial 
position of the County, which would be required to fund any claim payments. 
 
13. CARES Act Grant 

 

The Tax Collector expended and received $88,891 of reimbursements from the Board for qualified funds 
related to the CARES Act during the year ended September 30, 2020. 
 
14. Contingencies 

 

In March 2020, the World Health Organization declared the outbreak of a novel coronavirus (COVID-
19) pandemic. The outbreak of COVID-19 is affecting communities, business operations, as well as the 
US economy and financial markets. The full extent to which COVID-19 will impact the Tax Collector 
is uncertain at this time and will depend on new information that may emerge concerning COVID-19 
and the actions to contain and treat its impact and the economic impact on local, regional, national and 
international markets. 
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
TAX COLLECTOR

GENERAL FUND
SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES

IN FUND BALANCE-BUDGET AND ACTUAL

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Grant revenue $ -                  $ 88,891        $ 88,891        $ -               

Expenditures:
Current:

General government:
Salaries and benefits 7,202,543   7,014,490   6,896,831   117,659   
Operating expenditures 1,173,857   1,450,801   1,319,704   131,097   
Capital outlay 36,500        36,500        15,485        21,015     

Total Expenditures 8,412,900   8,501,791   8,232,020   269,771   

Deficiency of Revenues
Under Expenditures (8,412,900)  (8,412,900)  (8,143,129)  269,771   

Other Financing Sources:
Operating transfers in - Board of

County Commissioners, net of
excess budget fees 8,412,900   8,412,900   8,143,129   (269,771)  

Total Other Financing Sources 8,412,900   8,412,900   8,143,129   (269,771)  

Excess of Revenues and Other
Financing Sources Over -                  -                  -                  -               
Expenditures

Fund Balance, October 1, 2019 -                  -                  -                  -               

Fund Balance, September 30, 2020 $ -                  $ -                  $ -                  $ -               

 

BudgetOriginal Final Amounts

Variance
With FinalBudgeted Amounts Actual
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
TAX COLLECTOR

COMBINING STATEMENT OF FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES -
ALL AGENCY FUNDS

SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Assets:
Cash and cash equivalents $ 7,092,461  $ 1,087,791   $ 8,180,252  
Credit card receivables 330,240     -                  330,240     
Due from other funds -                 324,149      324,149     
Due from individuals 176,912     22,093        199,005     

Total Assets $ 7,599,613  $ 1,434,033   $ 9,033,646  

Liabilities:
Due to other funds $ 434,456     $ 287,149      $ 721,605     
Due to Board of County Commissioners 256,142     -                  256,142     
Due to other governmental units 206,245     1,146,884   1,353,129  
Due to individuals 1,188,600  -                  1,188,600  
Deposits - installment tax 5,514,170  -                  5,514,170  

Total Liabilities $ 7,599,613  $ 1,434,033   $ 9,033,646  

TotalAgency Funds
Property Licenses

Liabilities

All Agency
Assets Tax Fund Fund Funds
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
TAX COLLECTOR

COMBINING STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES -
ALL AGENCY FUNDS

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

 Balance Balance
October 1, September 30,

2019 Additions Deductions 2020

Cash and cash equivalents 6,752,749$ 390,116,050$  389,776,338$  7,092,461$       
Credit card receivables 245,677      30,981,577      30,897,014      330,240            
Due from individuals 9,997          523,689           356,774           176,912            

7,008,423$ 421,621,316$  421,030,126$  7,599,613$       

Due to other funds 539,815$    2,512,419$      2,617,778$      434,456$          
Due to Board of 
  County Commissioners 282,569      201,074,883    201,101,310    256,142            
Due to other governmental units 205,842      189,847,290    189,846,887    206,245            
Due to individuals 1,108,517   27,544,234      27,464,151      1,188,600         
Deposits - installment tax 4,871,680   642,490           -                       5,514,170         

7,008,423$ 421,621,316$  421,030,126$  7,599,613$       

Cash and cash equivalents 614,506$    43,744,609$    43,271,324$    1,087,791$       
Due from other funds 404,061      324,149           404,061           324,149            
Due from individuals 14,201        1,612,961        1,605,069        22,093              

1,032,768$ 45,681,719$    45,280,454$    1,434,033$       

Due to other funds 233,937$    3,273,961$      3,220,749$      287,149$          
Due to other governmental units 798,831      42,407,758      42,059,705      1,146,884         

1,032,768$ 45,681,719$    45,280,454$    1,434,033$       

PROPERTY TAX AGENCY FUND

ASSETS

LIABILITIES

ASSETS

LIABILITIES

LICENSES AGENCY FUND
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MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA
TAX COLLECTOR

COMBINING STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FIDUCIARY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES -
ALL AGENCY FUNDS

(Concluded)

YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

 Balance Balance
October 1, September 30,

2019 Additions Deductions 2020

Cash and cash equivalents 7,367,255$ 433,860,659$  433,047,662$  8,180,252$       
Credit card receivables 245,677      30,981,577      30,897,014      330,240            
Due from other funds 404,061      324,149           404,061           324,149            
Due from individuals 24,198        2,136,650        1,961,843        199,005            

8,041,191$ 467,303,035$  466,310,580$  9,033,646$       

Due to other funds 773,752$    5,786,380$      5,838,527$      721,605$          
Due to Board of
  County Commissioners 282,569      201,074,883    201,101,310    256,142            
Due to other governmental units 1,004,673   232,255,048    231,906,592    1,353,129         
Due to individuals 1,108,517   27,544,234      27,464,151      1,188,600         
Deposits - installment tax 4,871,680   642,490           -                       5,514,170         

8,041,191$ 467,303,035$  466,310,580$  9,033,646$       

LIABILITIES

ASSETS

   TOTALS ALL AGENCY FUNDS
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS 
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
 
 
Honorable George J. Albright, III 
Marion County Tax Collector 
Marion County, Florida 
 
We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States 
of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the special purpose financial 
statements of each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of Marion County, 
Florida, Tax Collector (the Tax Collector) as of and for the year ended September 30, 2020, and the 
related notes to the special purpose financial statements, which collectively comprise the Tax 
Collector’s special purpose  financial statements, and have issued our report thereon dated 
March 10, 2021, which was modified to state that the special purpose financial statements are not 
intended to be a complete presentation of Marion County, Florida. 
 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
In planning and performing our audit of the special purpose financial statements, we considered the 
Tax Collector’s internal control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for designing 
audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions 
on the special purpose financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the Tax Collector’s internal control.  Accordingly, we do not express an opinion 
on the effectiveness of the Tax Collector’s internal control. 
 
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, 
or detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis.  A material weakness is a deficiency, or a 
combination of deficiencies, in internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a 
material misstatement of the Tax Collector’s special purpose financial statements will not be 
prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis.  A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or 
a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a material weakness, yet 
important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance.  
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Honorable George J. Albright, III 
Marion County Tax Collector 
Marion County, Florida 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS 
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF SPECIAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
(Concluded) 

 
Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of 
this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be 
material weaknesses or significant deficiencies.  Given these limitations, during our audit we did 
not identify any deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses.  
However, material weaknesses may exist that have not been identified. 
 
Compliance and Other Matters 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Tax Collector’s special purpose 
financial statements are free from material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with 
certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant agreements, non-compliance with which 
could have a direct and material effect on the special purpose financial statements.  However, 
providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, 
accordingly, we do not express such an opinion.  The results of our tests disclosed no instances of 
non-compliance or other matters that are required to be reported under Government Auditing 
Standards. 
 
Purpose of this Report 
The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and 
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
Tax Collector’s internal control or on compliance.  This report is an integral part of an audit 
performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards, in considering the Tax Collector’s 
internal control and compliance.  Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other 
purpose. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 
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INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH 
SECTION 218.415, FLORIDA STATUTES 

 
Honorable George J. Albright, III 
Marion County Tax Collector 
Marion County, Florida 
 
We have examined Marion County, Florida, Tax Collector’s (the Tax Collector) compliance with 
the requirements of Section 218.415, Florida Statutes, as of and for the year ended September 30, 
2020, as required by Section 10.556(10)(a), Rules of the Auditor General.  Management is 
responsible for the Tax Collector’s compliance with those requirements.  Our responsibility is to 
express an opinion on the Tax Collector’s compliance based on our examination. 
 
Our examination was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  Those standards require that we plan and 
perform the examination to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the Tax Collector 
complied, in all material respects, with the requirements referenced above.  An examination 
involves performing procedures to obtain evidence about whether the Tax Collector complied 
with the specified requirements.  The nature, timing, and extent of procedures selected depend on 
our judgement, including an assessment of the risk of material non-compliance, whether due to 
fraud or error.  We believe that the evidence we obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide 
a reasonable basis for our opinion.  
 
Our examination does not provide a legal determination on the Tax Collector’s compliance with 
specified requirements. 
 
In our opinion, the Tax Collector complied, in all material respects, with the aforementioned 
requirements for the year ended September 30, 2020. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing Committee, 
members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor 
General, the Tax Collector, its management, and the Board of County Commissioners of Marion 
County, Florida, and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than these 
specified parties. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida  
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MANAGEMENT LETTER 
 
 

Honorable George J. Albright, III 
Marion County Tax Collector 
Marion County, Florida 
 
Report on the Special Purpose Financial Statements 
We have audited the special purpose financial statements of the Marion County, Florida, Tax 
Collector (the Tax Collector) as of and for the year ended September 30, 2020, and have issued 
our report thereon dated March 10, 2021, which was modified to state that the special purpose 
financial statements are not intended to be a complete presentation of Marion County, Florida. 
 
Auditor’s Responsibility 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and Chapter 10.550, Rules of 
the Auditor General. 
 
Other Reporting Requirements 
We have issued our Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting 
and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on Audit of Special Purpose Financial Statements 
Performed in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards and Independent Accountant’s 
Report on an examination conducted in accordance with American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants Professional Standards, AT-C Section 315, regarding compliance requirements in 
accordance with Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General.  Disclosures in those reports, which 
are dated March 10, 2021, should be considered in conjunction with this management letter. 
 
Prior Audit Findings 
Section 10.554(1)(i)1., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we determine whether or not 
corrective actions have been taken to address findings and recommendations made in the preceding 
annual financial audit report.  There were no findings or recommendations in the preceding annual 
financial audit report. 
 
Official Title and Legal Authority 
Section 10.554(1)(i)4., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that the name or official title and 
legal authority for the primary government and each component unit of the reporting entity be 
disclosed in this management letter, unless disclosed in the notes to the special purpose financial 
statements (see Note 1 of the accompanying special purpose financial statements).  
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Honorable George J. Albright, III 
Marion County Tax Collector 
Marion County, Florida 
 

MANAGEMENT LETTER 
(Concluded) 

 
Financial Management 
Section 10.554(1)(i)2., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we communicate any 
recommendations to improve financial management.  In connection with our audit, we did not 
have any such recommendations.  
 
Additional Matters 
Section 10.554(1)(i)3., Rules of the Auditor General, requires us to communicate non-compliance 
with provisions of contracts or grant agreements, or abuse, that have occurred, or are likely to have 
occurred, that have an effect on the special purpose financial statements that is less than material 
but which warrants the attention of those charged with governance.  In connection with our audit, 
we did not have any such findings. 
 
Purpose of this Letter 
Our management letter is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing 
Committee, members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida 
Auditor General, the Tax Collector, its management, and the Board of County Commissioners of 
Marion County, Florida, and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than 
these specified parties. 
 
We wish to take this opportunity to thank you and your staff for the cooperation and courtesies 
extended to us during the course of our audit.  Please let us know if you have any questions or 
comments concerning this letter, our accompanying reports, or other matters. 
 
 
 
March 10, 2021 
Ocala, Florida 

 




